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Preamble

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
one God, the Holy, Consubstantial, and Undivided Trinity. Amen.

We, the hierarchy, clergy, monastics, and faithful of the Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy
Metropolitan Archdiocese of the Americas and Canada, affirm our dedication to the
preservation and transmission of the Orthodox Catholic Faith as it has been received from
the Holy Apostles and from the Holy Church Fathers, our forebears, guided by the Holy
Canons, the Tradition of the Church, and the teaching of the Fathers.

These Statutes are promulgated to provide a clear, canonical, and pastoral framework for
the governance, administration, and mission of our Archdiocese. They are intended to
ensure:

o The faithful exercise of hierarchical and conciliar authority, rooted in the Holy
Canons and the Orthodox Catholic Tradition.

o The pastoral care, education, and spiritual formation of clergy, monastics, and
laity.

o Effective and transparent governance, promoting accountability, stewardship, and
canonical discipline.

o Protection of the faithful from misconduct, with structures in place to prevent,
review, and remedy abuse and injustice.

o Support for the Archdiocese’s liturgical, charitable, educational, and missionary
initiatives across all dioceses, parishes, and missions.

It is our prayer that these Statutes will strengthen unity, encourage conciliar
collaboration, and guide faithful service, while safeguarding the canonical, pastoral, and
spiritual integrity of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church in the
Americas and Canada.

May all who read, study, and implement these Statutes do so with prayerful obedience,
wisdom, and love for Christ and His Church.



Letter from the Metropolitan Regarding the Statutes

To the Clergy, Monastics, and Faithful of the Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy Metropolitan
Archdiocese of the Americas and Canada:

Beloved in Christ,

Grace and peace from our Lord Jesus Christ.

It is with profound gratitude to God and a deep sense of responsibility that I present to
you the Statutes of our Archdiocese. These Statutes have been carefully drafted to provide
a canonical, pastoral, and administrative framework for the governance of our
Archdiocese, reflecting both the sacred Tradition of the Orthodox Catholic Church and
the practical needs of our faithful in the Americas and Canada.

Our Statutes are intended to:

o Clarify roles and responsibilities within our hierarchical and conciliar structures.

o Guide archdiocesan, diocesan/eparchial, parish, and monastic governance,
including liturgical, educational, and pastoral functions.

o Ensure transparency, accountability, and good stewardship of financial, material,
and spiritual resources.

o Establish independent and effective mechanisms to address and prevent sexual
misconduct, abuse, and harassment, safeguarding all members of our Church.

o Promote the education, formation, and ongoing development of clergy, monastics,
and laity, preparing them for faithful service to Christ and His Church.



o Encourage conciliar collaboration, pastoral care, and the unity of our Archdiocese.

These Statutes do not replace the Holy Canons or the teaching of the Church but serve to
strengthen their application in our life together. They are a tool for faithful, transparent,
and prayerful governance, designed to protect our Church, guide our leaders, and serve
the spiritual welfare of all members of the Archdiocese.

Originally written and adopted at a Provincial Council held in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, on July 19-20, 1952, and revised several times since then, these Statutes are
the foundation upon which the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church in
America and Canada has been built, administered, and governed in the United States and
Canada. It serves us in our mission and vision to build up the Body of Christ and a strong,
vibrant Italo-Greek Church.

It is my prayer that each of you, clergy and laity alike, will read these Statutes with care,
implement them with integrity, and embrace their purpose in fostering order, holiness,
and pastoral effectiveness throughout our Archdiocese.

May the Lord bless and guide us in all our endeavors for His glory, the good of the
faithful, and the sanctification of His Holy Church.

With paternal love in Christ,

+Archbishop Stephen

Metropolitan of the Americas and Canada of the Italo-Greeks
Bishop of Utica

Primate of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church




INTRODUCTION

The following statutes constitute the official, formally promulgated policies of the Italo-
Greek Orthodox Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese of the Americas and Canada. They are
derived largely from the Provincial Council of 1952, reviewed, revised, and updated in
2023.

The Provincial Council required that these statutes be reviewed every three (3) years by
appropriate Archdiocesan consultative and advisory bodies under the direction of the
Metropolitan.

A Provincial Council is an assembly of the clergy and Christian faithful of a particular
Church who gather together to discuss matters of Church life and to offer advice to the
Metropolitan and the Holy Eparchial Synod of Bishops for the good of the whole
archdiocesan community according to the norms of canon law.

The only legislator in a Provincial Council is the Metropolitan who, together with the
members of the Holy Eparchial Synod of Bishops, signs the Council’s declarations and
decrees, which can be published by his authority alone.

The following Statutes contain provisions from the universal law of the Church, whether
from the Nine Ecumenical Councils, the Provincial and Regional Councils, or other
universal legislative documents, particular law, whether national, regional, or diocesan,
or pertaining to particular institutions or organizations, authoritative teachings of the
Church’s magisterium, and other narrative elements included to contextualize or explain
these statutes.

Ecclesiastical law, whether universal or particular, binds all baptized Orthodox Catholic
Christians to whom the law is directed and for whom the law exists in the Church, and
those institutions or organizations legitimately established or supervised, either formally
or informally, by the Church. It also obliges or can affect non-baptized persons
concerning their relationships to baptized Orthodox Catholic Christians bound by
ecclesiastical law in specific instances.

The legislative provisions of these Statutes are intended to assist the entire people of God
in the Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese of the Americas and Canada
to fulfill the mission of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church in the
Archdiocese.

Although comprehensive, these Statutes are, by no means, an exhaustive document.
Other policies of the Archdiocese are contained in multiple volumes related to the specific



topic of interest: finances, vocations, Holy Mysteries (Sacraments), Orthodox Catholic
education, human resources, and so forth. These policies are available from the
Archdiocesan Curial Office responsible for oversight of each particular area and on the
Archdiocesan website. Copies will be distributed to all dioceses/eparchies, parishes,
missions, congregations, institutions, societies, and organizations of the Archdiocese.
These entities, in turn, should make copies available in their main offices for review by
the clergy, monastics, and faithful of the Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy Metropolitan
Archdiocese of the Americas and Canada to whom they pertain.



ARTICLEI
The Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church

Section 1 - Description

The Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Church is self-governing in all matters of its life and
government, and its rights, prerogatives, and obligations are equal to those of the other
Local Autocephalous and Autonomous Orthodox Catholic Churches.

Originally a part of the Patriarchate of the West (the Church of Rome) and then an
autonomous Local Church of the Patriarchate of Constantinople (Archiespiscopal
Archdiocese of Syracuse, Sicily), the Italo-Greek Orthodox Catholic Church assumed a
wholly self-governing organization upon the fall of Constantinople (present-day
Istanbul) to the Turks in 1453.

The purpose of the Church is to promote, maintain, and forever perpetuate the rites,
traditions, customs, liturgies, and discipline of the Italo-Greek Orthodox Church in Sicily,
Southern Italy, and the Diaspora

While never having proclaimed itself an autocephalous Church, the Italo-Greek
Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church has nevertheless taken upon itself a fully self-
governing status. The Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church considers the
Church of Constantinople its Mother Church.

Section 2 - Jurisdiction

1. Withregard to persons, the members of the Italo-Greek Orthodox Church shall be
members of the Orthodox Christian faith who are of Sicilian, Italian, or Sardinian
descent:

a. who immigrated to regions within the territorial boundaries of the Italo-
Greek Orthodox Holy Archdiocese of All Sicily, Southern Italy, and Magna
Graecia, the Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese of the
Americas and Canada, or any archdiocese or diocese of the Italo-Greek
Orthodox Church anywhere in the world, from Sicily, Italy, and Sardinia;

b. who descend from such persons;



C.

women who are members of other Orthodox Churches or the Roman
Catholic Church, married to men referable to 1 and 2, who changed their
jurisdiction;

converts to the Orthodox Christian Faith who has been received into the

Italo-Greek Orthodox Church; and

all other Italo-Greek Orthodox Christians living within the territorial
boundaries of any archdiocese or diocese of the Italo-Greek Byzantine
Orthodox Catholic Church anywhere in the world.

Section 3 - Governing Precepts

1. The Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church shall, always and in faithful
obedience, conduct and direct its life in accordance with the following;:

a.

b.

The Holy Scriptures;

The Sacred Tradition of the Church, including the Eighty-Five Rules of the
Holy Apostles; the Canons of the Nine Ecumenical Councils and those of
the local Provincial Councils; the Canonical Rules of the Holy Fathers; and
the Church Order regarding worship, monastic life, and apostolic service;
The resolutions and decisions of the Supreme Church Council;

The resolutions and decisions of the Holy Epistasia

The resolutions and decisions of the Council of Bishops;

The Articles of this Constitution;

The Administrative and Judicial Code of the Italo-Greek Byzantine
Orthodox Catholic Church;

The canons of the Orthodox Catholic Church as contained in the Pedalion
(Rudder);

The decrees of the Archbishop and Primate as approved by the Holy
Epistasia.



Section 4 - Temporal Authority

1. The temporal authority of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church
derives from applicable civil legislation on ecclesiastical and religious
organizations as they exist in those countries, provinces, and states in which the
Italo-Greek Orthodox Catholic Church has canonically established and constituted
archdioceses and/or dioceses, provided such legislation is not opposed to the
divine mission of the Church or which in any way impedes the work of the Church
in carrying out its spiritual, moral and ethical witness to the People of God.

2. The Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church shall conduct affairs
pertaining to religion, religious education, worship, charity, and the temporal
economy of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church, as well as all
other affairs connected with its life in any nation, state, province, or city in which
it has parishes, missions, or communities.

Section 5 - Organization

2. The Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church is comprised primarily of
two principal archdioceses. These are the Holy Archiepiscopal Archdiocese of
Syracuse and Ortigia, and of All Sicily, Southern Italy, and Magna Graecia, and
the Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese of the Americas and Canada of the Italo-
Greeks.



ARTICLEII
The Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic
Church in the Americas and Canada

Preamble

The Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church in the Americas and Canada is an
autonomous Church with territorial jurisdiction in the United States of America, South
America, Mexico, the Commonwealth of Canada, and the United States Protectorates
and, together with the Holy Archdiocese of Sicily, Southern Italy, and Magna Graecia,
comprises the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church. Its doctrine, discipline,
and worship are those of the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church as taught by the
Apostles, contained in Holy Scriptures, and defined and confirmed by Holy Tradition,
the Ecumenical and Provincial Councils, and the Holy Fathers.

The Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese of the Americas and Canada
is an ecclesiastical entity created and established to promote and maintain the rites,
traditions, customs, liturgies, and discipline of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox
Catholic Church outside of Sicily and Southern Italy (Magna Graecia) and to govern,
guide and minister to all Italo-Greek Orthodox Catholic faithful living within the
territorial boundaries of the Archdiocese.

Section 1 - Jurisdiction

1. Regarding persons, the members of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic
Church in the Americas and Canada shall be members of the Orthodox Christian
Faith who are of Sicilian or Italian descent:

a. who immigrated to regions within the territorial boundaries of the Italo-
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of the Americas and Canada from Sicily and
Southern Italy;

b. who descend from such persons;

c. women who are members of other Orthodox Churches or the Roman
Catholic Church, married to men referable to 1 and 2, who changed their
jurisdiction;

d. converts to the Orthodox Catholic Christian Faith who have been received
into the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church; and



e. all other Italo-Greek Orthodox Catholic Christians living within the

territorial boundaries of the Italo-Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of the
Americas and Canada.

Section 2 - Governing Precepts

1. The Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church in the Americas and Canada
shall, always and in faithful obedience, conduct and direct its life in accordance
with the following:

a.

b.

The Holy Scriptures;

The Sacred Tradition of the Church, including the Eighty-Five Rules of the
Holy Apostles; the Canons of the Nine Ecumenical Councils and those of
the local Provincial Councils; the Canonical Rules of the Holy Fathers; and
the Church Order regarding worship, monastic life, and apostolic service;

The Articles of this Constitution;

The Supreme Church Council of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox
Catholic Church;

The Great and Holy Synaxis of Bishops;
The resolutions and decisions of the Holy Epistasia;
The decisions of the Provincial Council of the Archdiocese;

The Administrative and Judicial Code of the Italo-Greek Byzantine
Orthodox Catholic Church;

The Canons of the Orthodox Catholic Church as contained in the Pedalion
(Rudder);

The decisions of the Holy Eparchial Synod of Bishops which apply only to
the Italo-Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of the Americas and Canada and its
suffragan dioceses, if any, and the parishes, communities, missions,
institutions, and organizations which comprise it.

The decrees of the Archbishop as binding upon the entire Church;



l. The decrees of the Metropolitan as binding upon the subjects and
institutions of the Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese of
the Americas and Canada.

Section 3 - Temporal Authority

1. Pursuant to the legislation on ecclesiastical and religious corporations in the
United States of America and to this present Constitution, the Italo-Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of the Americas and Canada shall carry on the affairs
pertaining to religion, religious education, worship, charity and the temporal
economy of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church in the Americas
and Canada as well as all other affairs connected with the life of the Italo-Greek
Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church within the territorial boundaries of the
Archdiocese.



ARTICLE III
The Identity and Mission of the Archdiocese

Preamble

The Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese of the Americas and Canada
exists as the visible manifestation and canonical expression of the ancient Italo-Greek
Orthodox Church within the territories entrusted to its care.

Rooted in the apostolic and patristic heritage of Sicily and Southern Italy, sanctified by
the witness of countless monastics, confessors, and hierarchs who flourished in the
Mekurion and the Holy Valley, the Archdiocese continues this venerable inheritance in
fidelity to the Orthodox Catholic faith and tradition.

As an ecclesial body, the Archdiocese serves as the unifying bond of the faithful, clergy,
parishes, monasteries, and institutions under the pastoral care and canonical oversight of
the Metropolitan. It provides for the good order, administration, and spiritual life of the

Church, ensuring that all things are done decently, in harmony, and for the edification of
the Body of Christ.

The Archdiocese, while embracing the diversity of peoples and cultures throughout the
Americas and Canada, remains steadfast in preserving the spiritual ethos, liturgical
traditions, and theological patrimony of the Italo-Greek Orthodox heritage. Through its
witness, it seeks to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ, foster unity in the Orthodox
Catholic faith, promote holiness of life, and serve as a living continuation of the ancient
Church that once illumined the shores of Magna Graecia.

Section 1 - Legal Corporate Title

1. The legal corporate title of the Archdiocese is “The Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy
Metropolitan Archdiocese of the Americas and Canada.” It is incorporated under
the Religious Corporations Law of the State of New York.

2. The designations “Italo-Greek Orthodox Archeparchy of North America”. “Italo-
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North America”, “Italo-Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of the Americas and Canada, “Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy
Metropolitan Archdiocese of North America”, and Italo-Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese” may also be used, at any time and without prejudice to its present
legal corporate title, to describe, identify, and refer to the Archdiocese and its



ecclesiastical, canonical, and administrative jurisdiction over Italo-Greek
Orthodox faithful and institutions residing or existing within its territorial
boundaries.

3. The designations and titles identified and described in Paragraph 2 of this Section
are the property of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox catholic Church and are
used by the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church in the Americas and
Canada to identify itself under civil law and to safeguard and protect the integrity,
wholeness, unity, and spiritual, liturgical, and religious patrimony of the Italo-
Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church and its faithful, as well as the general
public, from any unauthorized use or parallel organization unlawfully claiming to
be the canonical and historic Italo-Greek Orthodox Church.

Section 2 - Ecclesiastical Identity

1. The Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese of the Americas and
Canada (hereinafter “the Archdiocese”) is a canonical, hierarchical, and self-
governing ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox
Catholic Church, constituted according to the Holy Canons, the Sacred Tradition,
and the Apostolic faith of the Orthodox Catholic Church.

2. The Archdiocese is the principal ecclesiastical authority for the pastoral care and
governance of the Orthodox faithful of the Italo-Greek tradition throughout the
continents of North and South America and the Dominion of Canada.

3. The Archdiocese preserves the fullness of the Orthodox Catholic Faith as handed
down from the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, the Fathers of the Church, and the
Saints of the Italo-Greek tradition, maintaining the Byzantine Rite in its Italo-Greek
usage and spiritual ethos.

Section 2 - Canonical and Juridical Nature

1. The Archdiocese is a Metropolitan See, comprising dioceses and eparchies that are
its suffragan jurisdictions, united under the canonical authority of the
Metropolitan of the Americas and Canada of the Italo-Greeks (hereinafter “the
Metropolitan”).

2. The Archdiocese derives its canonical status and apostolic succession from the
Great and Holy Synaxis of Bishops of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic
Church, within the communion of the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic
Orthodox Church.



3. The Archdiocese is a juridical person in both ecclesiastical and civil law,
possessing perpetual succession and the legal right to acquire, hold, and

administer property, institutions, and temporal goods for the benefit of its mission
and faithful.

Section 3 - Territory and Jurisdiction

1. The Archdiocese is comprised geographically of the United States, Canada,
Mexico, South America, and the United States Protectorates.

2. The geographical boundaries of the Archdiocese may only be changed or modified
by the Holy Epistasia of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church;

3. The territorial jurisdiction of the Archdiocese includes all dioceses, eparchies,
parishes, missions, monasteries, and ecclesiastical institutions established or
recognized by the Holy Eparchial Synod within the Americas and Canada.

4. Members of the Archdiocese are persons who are communicant members of the
Orthodox Catholic Christian Faith and who are of Sicilian, Italian, or Sardinian
descent:

a. Immigrated to regions within the territorial boundaries of the Archdiocese
from Sicily and Italy;

b. Who descend from such persons;

c. Women who are members of other Orthodox Churches or the Roman
catholic Church, married to men referable to 1 and 2, who changed their
jurisdiction;

d. Converts to the Orthodox Catholic Faith who have been received into the
Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox catholic Church;

e. All other Italo-Greek Orthodox catholic Christians living within the
territorial boundaries of the Archdiocese.

5. The Archdiocese may, by act of the Holy Eparchial Synod or by conciliar
agreement, establish or dissolve dioceses, missions, and ecclesiastical jurisdictions
as pastoral necessity requires.



6.

No bishop, clergy, or ecclesiastical body may function within the territorial bounds
of the Archdiocese without the blessing and canonical authorization of the
Metropolitan.

Section 4 - Mission and Purpose

1.

The primary mission of the Archdiocese is the salvation and sanctification of souls
through the preaching of the Gospel, the celebration of the Divine Mysteries, and
the living witness of the Orthodox faith in the Italo-Greek tradition.

The Archdiocese exists to:

a. Preserve and propagate the Orthodox Catholic Faith in its purity and
fullness in accordance with the teachings of Jesus Christ as it has been
transmitted to us by the Holy Apostles and Fathers of the Holy Orthodox
Catholic Church;

b. Nurture the spiritual life of the faithful through worship, prayer, and
education;

c. Educate and form, both in religion and morals, the faithful of the Church,
teaching them by word and example to be good Orthodox Christians;

d. Evangelize and receive into the Orthodox Catholic Church those seeking
the truth of Christ;

e. Provide for religious services and rituals; to instruct the faithful of the
Church by religious addresses, letters, and sermons; to operate Sunday
Schools for the teaching and study of the Orthodox Catholic Faith;

f. See to it that every parish, mission, and congregation of the Archdiocese
has a regular priest and deacon, as well as readers and singers, for the
worship of God and the regular and proper celebration of the Divine
Liturgy and the ministration of the Holy Mysteries;

g. See to the training and formation of future clergy, readers, and singers for
the parishes, missions, and congregations of the Italo-Greek Byzantine
Orthodox catholic Church in the Americas and Canada;

h. Cultivate, facilitate, and ensure the observance of good order and religious
dignity in all parishes, missions, and congregations of the faithful of the
Archdiocese and their related and affiliated organizations and entities;



i. Establish and maintain parishes, monasteries, and charitable institutions;
j.  Promote theological education, catechesis, and pastoral formation;

k. Foster unity, love, and cooperation among the dioceses, clergy, and faithful
of the Archdiocese;

1. Serve as a witness of Orthodoxy in the cultural and religious life of the
Americas and Canada.

m. Develop, implement, and encourage Gospel-based philanthropic and other
charitable activities and works.

Section 4 - Authority and Relativity

1. The Archdiocese is the only canonical and legal certifying entity for the
establishment of churches, cathedrals, chapels, shrines, parishes, missions,
congregations, communities, societies, committees, seminaries, monasteries,
convents, and other religious organizations within its territorial boundaries, which
are comprised of members of the Orthodox Catholic Faith claiming affiliation or
association with the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church.

2. All persons, or groups of persons, of Italo-Greek Orthodox heritage, must submit
a petition to the Metropolitan for permission to establish a church, chapel, shrine,
parish, mission, congregation, society, monastery, convent, or other religious
organization of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic tradition within the
territorial boundaries of the Archdiocese.

3. The Consistory of the Archdiocese shall communicate the decision of the
Metropolitan regarding the petition. It shall authorize and bring about the civil
legal establishment of the entity in accordance with the provisions of the civil laws
and statutes in effect in the jurisdiction of incorporation.

Section 5 - Ecclesiastical Relationship and Communion
1. The Archdiocese maintains full communion of faith, sacramental life, and

canonical order with the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church and,
through her, with the communion of the Orthodox Catholic Churches worldwide.



2. The Archdiocese recognizes the Metropolitan as its canonical head, and the Holy
Eparchial Synod of Bishops of the Archdiocese as its highest internal authority in
matters of faith, order, and discipline.

3. Inall matters pertaining to faith, morals, and canonical discipline, the Archdiocese
acts in accordance with the Holy Canons of the Orthodox Church, the decisions of
the Holy Synods, and the statutes of the Italo-Greek Church, interpreted according
to the mind and tradition of the Fathers.

Section 6 - Language, Culture, and Heritage
1. The Archdiocese, while embracing the diverse peoples of the Americas and
Canada, preserves and promotes the Italo-Greek spiritual and liturgical heritage
as a living expression of Orthodox Christianity.
2. The official liturgical languages of the Archdiocese shall be English, Sicilian,
Italian, and Greek, with provision for other languages as necessary for pastoral

care.
3. The Archdiocese affirms its duty to serve all the faithful without distinction of
nationality, race, or background, uniting them in the one Body of Christ.
Section 7 - Seal and Emblem

1. The Archdiocese shall have its own ecclesiastical seal, bearing the image of the
Coat of Arms of the ruling Metropolitan and the inscription:

“Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese of the Americas and
Canada.”

2. The seal shall be affixed to all official acts, documents, and instruments of the
Archdiocese.



ARTICLE IV
The Faith, Doctrine, and Worship of the Church

Section 1 - Faith and Doctrine

1.

The Archdiocese professes the Orthodox Christian Faith in its entirety, as received
from the Holy Apostles, the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed, the Holy Fathers,
and the Seven Ecumenical Councils, maintaining fidelity to the One, Holy,
Catholic, and Apostolic Church.

The Archdiocese teaches, preserves, and proclaims all doctrines of the Church
regarding God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the Incarnation, the Redemption,
the Sacraments, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal life, in accordance with
the Scriptures and the Holy Tradition of the Church.

The Archdiocese recognizes the Holy Canons of the Church as normative for
ecclesiastical governance, pastoral discipline, and spiritual life, and adheres to the
decisions of recognized Orthodox Holy Synods and Ecumenical Councils, as
interpreted by the mind of the Fathers.

Section 2 - Sacred Worship and Liturgy

1.

The Archdiocese celebrates the Divine Mysteries according to the Byzantine Rite
in the Italo-Greek usage, maintaining the ancient liturgical, musical, and
devotional traditions of its forebears.

The Divine Liturgy, Vespers, Matins, and other services shall be celebrated with
reverence, beauty, and fidelity to the liturgical typikon of the Italo-Greek Church.

While the official liturgical languages are English, Sicilian, Italian, and Greek,
provision shall be made for pastoral care of the faithful in other languages when
necessary.

Holy days, feasts, and commemorations of saints in the Italo-Greek calendar shall
be observed in accordance with canonical tradition.

The Archdiocese encourages active participation of the faithful in worship,
catechesis, and sacramental life as the foundation of Orthodox Christian
formation.



Section 3 - The Holy Mysteries (Sacraments)

1. The Archdiocese acknowledges the Seven Holy Mysteries: Baptism, Chrismation,
Eucharist, Confession, Holy Unction, Matrimony, and Holy Orders as essential to
the life of the Church and the salvation of the faithful.

2. All Sacraments shall be administered according to canonical norms, with

reverence and pastoral care, and in full accordance with the Holy Tradition of the
Orthodox Catholic Church.

3. The administration of the Sacraments is entrusted to bishops, priests, and deacons
in communion with the Metropolitan and the Holy Synod of the Archdiocese.

Section 4 - Theological Education and Catechesis

1. The Archdiocese shall maintain and oversee institutions for the theological
education of clergy, monastics, and laity, ensuring formation in Orthodox Catholic
doctrine, pastoral practice, liturgical life, and moral conduct.

2. All clergy and monastics shall receive instruction in the faith, canons, and spiritual
life of the Church appropriate to their ministry.

3. Catechetical instruction for the laity shall be provided at the parish and diocesan
levels, fostering knowledge of the Orthodox Catholic faith, liturgical participation,
and moral formation.

Section 5 - Preservation of Orthodox Unity

1. The Archdiocese shall maintain full communion with the Italo-Greek Byzantine
Orthodox Catholic Church and, through her, with the communion of Orthodox
Churches worldwide.

2. No teachings or practices contrary to Orthodox Catholic doctrine shall be
permitted within the Archdiocese.

3. Matters of faith, dogma, and canonical interpretation shall be resolved by the Holy
Eparchial Synod of Bishops of the Archdiocese in conformity with the Holy
Canons and the mind of the Fathers.



Section 6 - Pastoral and Liturgical Adaptation

1. While remaining faithful to the ancient Italo-Greek tradition, the Archdiocese may,
with the blessing of the Metropolitan, adapt pastoral and liturgical practices to
meet the spiritual and cultural needs of the faithful in the Americas and Canada,
without violating the integrity of Orthodox Catholic doctrine or worship.

2. The Archdiocese shall foster liturgical education, including music, chant,
iconography, and devotional practices, to deepen the spiritual life of the faithful
and preserve the heritage of the Italo-Greek Church.

Section 7 - Witness and Mission

1. The Archdiocese shall bear witness to the Orthodox Catholic faith in society,
upholding the moral and spiritual teachings of the Church in public life and in
engagement with other Christian and non-Christian communities.

2. Through worship, teaching, charitable work, and evangelization, the Archdiocese
shall strive to bring the faithful to salvation in Christ and to make the Orthodox
Catholic faith known in the wider culture.

3. The Archdiocese shall preserve and cultivate the distinctive Italo-Greek heritage,
while welcoming all who seek the Orthodox Catholic faith, forming communities
of holiness, unity, and love.



ARTICLEV
The Structure of the Archdiocese

Section 1 - Composition of the Archdiocese

1. The Archdiocese is composed of the Metropolitan See and all dioceses and
eparchies canonically established or recognized by the Holy Eparchial Synod of
Bishops of the Archdiocese.

2. Each diocese or eparchy is a suffragan see, under the canonical jurisdiction of the
Metropolitan, while preserving proper diocesan authority under its ruling bishop.

3. The Archdiocese includes all parishes, missions, monasteries, institutions, and
ecclesiastical organizations established within its territorial bounds, subject to
canonical and administrative oversight.

Section 2 - The Metropolitan See

1. The Metropolitan See of the Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese
of the Americas and Canada shall be in the City of Utica, State of New York.

2. The Metropolitan See of the Archdiocese may be moved to any city in the
continental United States of America by decision of the Holy Eparchial Synod of
Bishops with the approval of the Metropolitan.

3. The Metropolitan See of the Archdiocese may not be in a city in which there is
another Orthodox Bishop resident, provided such bishop is a member of the
Canonical Assembly of Orthodox Bishops in the United States of America.

Section 3 - Dioceses and Eparchies

1. Each diocese or eparchy is governed by a bishop who is a member of the Holy
Eparchial Synod of Bishops of the Archdiocese.

2. Bishops exercise pastoral and administrative authority over their dioceses,
including clergy, parishes, missions, monasteries, and institutions, in accordance

with the Statutes and canonical norms.

3. The bishop of a diocese/eparchy shall:



a. Supervise the celebration of the Divine Mysteries and the pastoral care of the
faithful;

b. Ordain clergy in consultation with the Metropolitan;
c. Convene diocesan clergy assemblies and consultative councils;

d. Report annually to the Metropolitan and the Holy Synod regarding the life,
growth, and needs of the diocese.

Section 4 - Parishes

1. Parishes are local communities of the faithful, established by the diocesan bishop

with the blessing of the Metropolitan.

Each parish shall have a rector or priest-in-charge, responsible for liturgical,
pastoral, and administrative life.

Parishes shall maintain a Parish Administrative Council, Parish Pastoral Council,
and Parish Finance Council composed of clergy and lay members, which assists
the rector in governance, stewardship, and pastoral programs.

Parishes and their property are under the canonical ownership of the Archdiocese
or diocese, subject to oversight by the bishop.

Section 5 - Missions and Chapels

1.

Missions and chapels may be established to serve communities of the faithful in
areas without a permanent parish.

The diocesan bishop shall assign clergy and provide canonical oversight of all
missions and chapels.

Missions and chapels shall maintain records, adhere to liturgical norms, and
operate under the guidance of the diocesan bishop and the Metropolitan.



Section 6 - Monastic Communities

1. Monasteries and monastic communities within the Archdiocese are subject to the
canonical authority of the diocesan bishop and the Metropolitan.

2. Stavropegial monasteries and other monastic institutions may be established
under the direct supervision of the Metropolitan, even if they are founded and
established within a diocese/eparchy of the Archdiocese.

3. Monastic communities shall preserve the spiritual, liturgical, and ascetic traditions
of the Italo-Greek Orthodox Church.

4. Abbots and abbesses are responsible for internal governance of their communities,
while remaining in communion and obedience to the diocesan bishop and the
Metropolitan.

Section 7 - Institutions and Organizations

1. Seminaries, schools, charitable organizations, and other institutions established by
the Archdiocese operate under the canonical authority of the Metropolitan and the
Holy Synod.

2. Such institutions shall serve the spiritual, educational, and charitable mission of
the Archdiocese, in conformity with Orthodox Catholic teaching and the Statutes.

3. The Metropolitan, in consultation with the Holy Synod, may establish, merge, or
dissolve institutions as pastoral needs require.

Section 8 - Administrative Unity and Oversight

1. The Archdiocese functions as a unified ecclesiastical body, with each diocesan and
parish authority acting in communion with the Metropolitan and the Holy
Eparchial Synod of Bishops.

2. The Metropolitan, assisted by the Metropolitan Council and Chancellor, ensures
coordination, canonical compliance, and pastoral guidance across all
dioceses/eparchies, parishes, missions, congregations, and institutions.

3. The Archdiocese may issue directives, pastoral guidelines, and canonical
instructions for the faithful, clergy, and diocesan authorities, in accordance with
the Statutes and the Holy Canons.



ARTICLE VI
The Metropolitan

Section 1 - The Metropolitan

1.

In the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church - Holy Metropolitan
Archdiocese of the Americas and Canada, the ruling bishop is the Metropolitan-
bishop.

Among the bishops of the Church, the Metropolitan enjoys primacy, being the first
among equals among the bishops of the Archdiocese.

The Metropolitan has a place of honor in the Church, before all other bishops of
the Archdiocese.

The Metropolitan shall have his own seal.
Is the president of the Holy Eparchial Synod of Bishops; is a member of the Great

and Holy Synaxis of Bishops; and is a member of the Holy Epistasia of the Italo-
Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church.

Section 1 - Title and Role

1.

The Metropolitan of the Archdiocese shall bear the formal title:
“Metropolitan of the Americas and Canada of the Italo-Greeks, Bishop of Utica.”

The Episcopal See of the Metropolitan shall be in the City of Utica, State of New
York.

The Metropolitan is the canonical head and chief shepherd of the Archdiocese,
serving as the spiritual leader, administrative overseer, and primary guardian of
faith, worship, and canonical order.

The Metropolitan represents the Archdiocese in communion with the Italo-Greek
Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church and, through her, with the worldwide
Orthodox Church.

The Metropolitan presides over the Holy Eparchial Synod of Bishops, the
Provincial Council, the Metropolitan Council, the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council,



and the Archdiocesan Finance Council, guiding the pastoral, spiritual, and
administrative life of the Church.

Section 2 - Election and Confirmation

1. The Metropolitan shall be elected by the Holy Eparchial Synod of Bishops of the
Archdiocese, in consultation with representatives of the Provincial Council, in
accordance with the canonical and statutory norms of the Church.

2. Election of the Metropolitan requires a majority vote of the Synod, and shall be
confirmed by the Great and Holy Synaxis of Bishops of the Italo-Greek Byzantine
Orthodox Catholic Church, or by the Patriarchal authority recognized by the
Archdiocese.

3. Following election and confirmation, the Metropolitan shall be enthroned in a
solemn liturgical ceremony, publicly acknowledging his canonical authority and
pastoral office.

Section 3 - Duties and Responsibilities

1. The Metropolitan shall exercise authority in the Archdiocese as follows:

A. Spiritual and Pastoral Oversight

1.

ii.

1ii.

iv.

Vi.

Vii.

Viii.

Safeguard the Orthodox Faith, liturgical practice, and pastoral
discipline throughout the Archdiocese.

Preside over the Holy Synod of Bishops and the Archdiocesan
Assembly.

Guide clergy, monastics, and laity in spiritual formation, pastoral care,
and ecclesiastical life.

Shall see to the proper spiritual, religious, and moral formation and
enlightenment of the clergy and the faithful.

Shall instruct and encourage the clergy and the laity to undertake acts
of charity and mercy.

Shall see to the adequate, uniform, and regular performance of the
religious and liturgical services of the Church, to the observance of
devotion and reverence during religious rites.

Advises and counsels his brother bishops, and, in cases of necessity,
submits their cases to the Holy Eparchial Synod of Bishops.

Visits all parishes, missions, and congregations of the Archdiocese at
least once a year; this includes his own diocese as diocesan bishop. The



Metropolitan must visit all parishes of his diocese as diocesan bishop
at least twice a year.

B. Episcopal Authority

1.
l.

iii.
iv.

Vi.

Vii.

Viii.

iX.

xi.

xii.

xiii.

Xiv.
XV.

Consecrate, ordain, and assign bishops, priests, and deacons.
Approve the establishment of new dioceses, parishes, missions, and
institutions.

Oversee canonical compliance of suffragan bishops and dioceses.
Distributes the Holy Chrism consecrated by the Archbishop to the
diocesan/eparchial bishops, if any, and to the parishes of the
Archdiocese.

Shall protect and ensure the faithful propagation of the Orthodox
Catholic Faith by the other bishops of the Church, the clergy, and the
faithful.

Convenes the Provincial Council, presides over it, and promulgates its
decisions.

Provides the diocesan bishops with the Holy Relics necessary for the
consecration of Church altars and with the Holy Antimensia.

Serves as Locum Tenens of vacant Diocesan/Eparchial Sees until a
fitting candidate is found and elected to fill the vacancy.

Initiates action to fill vacancies in the office of diocesan/eparchial
bishop, and in due time, together with other bishops of the Archdiocese
and those of other Orthodox Catholic Churches, consecrates and
enthrones the elected candidate to the episcopacy.

Grants leaves of absence to bishops for periods of up to three months.
Has the right of pastoral and administrative initiative and guidance,
and, when necessary, the right of pastoral and administrative
intervention, in all matters concerning the life and well-being of the
Church within the framework of the holy canons of the Orthodox
Catholic Church, the Constitution of the Italo-Greek Byzantine
Orthodox Catholic Church, these Statutes, and the Judicial and
Administrative Code of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic
Church.

Receives petitions for admission of clergy from other Orthodox
Churches.

Lifts and absolves sentences of excommunication and other
disciplinary actions on clergy and laypersons at will or upon
recommendation of the Holy Eparchial Synod of Bishops.

Approves candidates for Holy Orders.

Grants awards on his own initiative, or at the recommendation of one
of the bishops, the Metropolitan Pastoral Council, the Consistory, the



XVi.

regional vicars, or any parish to clergy deemed worthy of such
recognition.

Awards Certificate of Honor (Onorare) to laypersons for outstanding
service to the Church.

C. Administrative Leadership and Authority

ii.

1ii.

iv.

Vi.

Vii.

Viii.

ix.

xi.

Xii.

Preside over the Provincial Council, the Chancellor, and administrative
bodies.

Ensure the financial integrity, legal standing, and temporal
administration of the Archdiocese.

Establish policies, pastoral guidelines, and directives in harmony with
the Statutes and Holy Canons.

Promotes the good of, and order in the Archdiocese.

Shall see to the proper and correct practice and preaching of the
Orthodox Catholic Faith by the clergy of the Archdiocese.

Shall encourage and bless all reasonable and realistic efforts that are
put forth for the construction, restoration, and repair of churches,
chapels, shrines, and monasteries, and shall ensure that they are
designed and decorated appropriately according to the customs and
traditions of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church.

To receive gifts and trusts willed or given to the Archdiocese and shall
use and manage them according to the instructions of the donor or
benefactor, with the counsel of the Metropolitan Council and Gift
Review and Acceptance Committee.

Convenes and presides over meetings of the Holy Eparchial Synod of
Bishops, and of the Metropolitan Council, the Archdiocesan Pastoral
Council, and the Archdiocesan Finance Council.

Reports to the Provincial Council concerning the life of the Church.
Receives complaints against a bishop or other clergy and initiates
proper proceedings.

Takes disciplinary action against any clergy and laypersons of the
Archdiocese, if such action is warranted, at his own initiative or upon
recommendation of the Holy Eparchial Synod of Bishops, including,
but not limited to, sentences of interdiction, suspension, and
excommunication

Shall not absent himself from the Archdiocese for a period of longer
than a month at a time..

D. Teaching and Evangelical Activities

i.

Promote theological education, catechesis, and public witness of the
Orthodox faith.



1.

iii.

iv.

Teach and guide the clergy and the faithful by oral and written
instruction to lead a life of peace, holiness, humility, and love, and to
advance in devotion and moral purity.

Act as teacher and counselor of the clergy and faithful of the
Archdiocese, both by his words and deeds.

Issues pastoral letters and encyclicals addressed to the bishops, clergy,
and faithful of the Archdiocese at his own initiative and without
restriction, and has the right to have such letters read in all pulpits of
all parishes, missions, and communities of the Archdiocese.

E. Representation and External Relationship

1.

ii.

iii.

iv.

Represent the Archdiocese in inter-Orthodox, ecumenical, and civic
relations.

Protect the canonical and historical identity of the Italo-Greek Orthodox
tradition.

Represents the Metropolitan Church on public occasions and in
interchurch relationships.

Fosters and maintains relationships with other Orthodox Catholic
Churches, the Roman Catholic Church, and other Christian and non-
Christian faith communities. In such matters and activities, however, he
shall be guided by his conscience, faithful to the teachings of the
Orthodox Catholic Church. He shall always have in view the interest and
defense of the Orthodox Catholic Faith.

Section 4 - Relationship with Suffragan Bishops

1. All diocesan and eparchial bishops are canonical members of the Holy Eparchial
Synod of Bishops of the Archdiocese and are accountable to the Metropolitan in
matters of faith, discipline, and governance.

2. Suffragan bishops maintain authority over their dioceses, subject to the
Metropolitan’s oversight and the conciliar decisions of the Holy Eparchial Synod.

3. The Metropolitan shall provide guidance, mediation, and canonical intervention
when necessary to preserve unity, pastoral care, and canonical order.

Section 5 - Vacancy and Succession

1. The office of Metropolitan shall be declared vacant upon the occurrence of any one
of the following:



an oe

Death;

Retirement;

Voluntary Resignation;

Permanent physical incapacity, upon the medical certification of at least
two physicians chosen by the Metropolitan Council;

Permanent mental incapacity, upon the certification of at least three (3) duly
accredited psychiatrists chosen by the Metropolitan Council;
Unauthorized absence from his Archdiocese for a period of one year;
Deposition for heresy, embezzlement, sexual misconduct or abuse, as
having been determined and verified by the Great and Holy Synod of
Bishops of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church.

2. Upon the death, resignation, or removal of the Metropolitan, the Holy Synod shall
convene to elect a Locum Tenens to serve temporarily until a new Metropolitan is
canonically elected and confirmed.

3. The Locum Tenens shall exercise limited administrative authority, maintaining
pastoral and canonical order, without making permanent appointments or major
structural changes.

4. In the event of a vacancy in the Office of Metropolitan, the following shall apply:

1.

1.

1ii.

iv.

The College of Consultors and the Metropolitan Council shall convene in a
special joint meeting and declare the office of the Metropolitan vacant and
shall announce such vacancy to the Great and Holy Synaxis of Bishops and
to the parishes, missions, congregations, and other Archdiocesan
institutions and organizations.

Once the official announcement of a vacancy in the Office of Metropolitan
has been made, the Holy Epistasia shall appoint a Locum Tenens to serve
and oversee the Archdiocese until a new Metropolitan is elected and
enthroned.

Within a reasonable amount of time after the date of vacancy in the Office of
Metropolitan has been officially declared by the Great and Holy Synaxis of
Bishops, the College of Consultors and the Metropolitan Council shall meet
in a special session for the purpose of preparing for the convening of an
Extraordinary Provincial Council for the purpose of electing a new
Metropolitan-Bishop.

If there is a Holy Eparchial Synod of Bishops in place, the bishop senior by
rank and date of consecration shall convene the Holy Eparchial Synod. Upon
the receipt of the official decree of a vacancy in the Metropolitan See, the



Holy Eparchial Synod will proceed with the election of an Archdiocesan
Administrator.

Within a period not exceeding three months (unless some unavoidable
necessity forces a prolongation of this period), the Locum Tenens will
convene an Extraordinary Provincial Council at which a successor shall be
elected.

Section 6 - Qualifications and Requirements for Election

1. Candidates for the Office of Metropolitan:

ii.

1ii.

iv.

Vi.

Vii.

Shall satisfy all the requirements of the Holy Canons pertaining to this
highest of all ecclesiastical offices.

Must have completed a course of study in an accredited graduate school of
theology and obtained at least a Doctor of Ministry Degree.

Shall be proficient in the English language and conversant in the Sicilian,
Italian, and Greek languages.

If a priest, must have been in active parish ministry for at least ten (10) years.

If already a bishop, must have served in episcopal ministry for at least five
(5) years.

Must be at least 40 years of age.

Must complete a comprehensive background and criminal investigation.

2. In accordance with Canon Law, candidates who are not already in the episcopal
rank can be nominated only from the monastic, celibate, or widowed clergy or
from male members of the laity.

3. If, at the moment of his nomination, he is a layman or a celibate or widowed priest,
the candidate shall make at least the first monastic profession (rasophore).

4. No married man may be elected to the episcopate in the Italo-Greek Byzantine
Orthodox Catholic Church.



Section 7 - Election

1.

The election of a new Metropolitan shall take place according to the following
norms:

1.

1ii.

iv.

Vi.

Vii.

Viii.

ix.

xi.

All voting shall be by secret ballot without any previous discussion of names.

A blank paper ballot shall be distributed to each member of the Council
before the vote.

On the first vote, one single name may be written on each ballot. Any ballot
with more than one name written on it shall be disqualified and not counted.

If the name of a candidate is written on a number of ballots equal to at least
two-thirds of the total number of members in attendance at the Council, that
candidate shall be declared elected and his name shall be submitted to the
Holy Eparchial Synod for approval by a majority vote of the members of the
Synod. In case of rejection, the Holy Eparchial Synod shall formally state the
reasons that motivated the rejection of the candidate.

The same procedure shall apply in the case of a single nominee.

In the event there are three or more nominees, and no one receives a majority
of votes of those present, the name of the nominee receiving the smallest
number of votes shall be eliminated from the next ballot.

In the second vote, two names shall be written on each ballot. The tellers shall
not count any ballot on which fewer or more than two names are written.

The procedure will be followed until a single nominee receives a majority.

If no nominee receives the majority as required above, the electoral session
shall be adjourned, and the office of the Metropolitan shall remain vacant.
The Locum Tenens shall then reinstitute the procedure of nomination in a
second voting session.

The tellers, for the purpose of recording, shall certify to the Secretary of the
Provincial Council the results of the balloting. The number of votes cast for
any nominee shall not be publicly announced.

Immediately after the nomination, the Archbishop and the Great and Holy
Synaxis of Bishops shall be notified of the nomination by forwarding to them



the minutes of the electoral session, certified by the Locum Tenens and the
Provincial Council Secretary.

xii. Upon approval of the candidate by the Archbishop and the Great and Holy
Synaxis of Bishops, the candidate shall be summoned to a session of the Great
and Holy Synaxis of Bishops for canonical election.

xiii. If a candidate is not approved by the Archbishop and the Great and Holy
Synaxis of Bishops, the Locum Tenens shall convene another Extraordinary
Provincial Council for the purpose of electing a new Metropolitan.

xiv. If the Metropolitan-Elect is not yet in the episcopal rank, the date of his
consecration shall be set with the concurrence of the Archbishop and Primate.
IF the Metropolitan-Elect is already in the episcopal rank, the date of
enthronement shall be set with the concurrence of the Archbishop and
Primate.

Section 8 - Consecration, Enthronement, and Installation

1. A Metropolitan shall be consecrated and enthroned by the Archbishop and
Primate of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church, assisted by two
or more Orthodox Catholic bishops.

2. In the absence of the Archbishop and/or episcopate, the Metropolitan shall be
consecrated and enthroned by thee or more Orthodox Catholic Bishops from any
of the sixteen patriarchal and autocephalous Orthodox Catholic Churches and the
autonomous Churches recognized by, and in communion with, one or more of the
apostolic or historic Orthodox Patriarchates of Constantinople, Alexandra,
Antioch, Jerusalem, Moscow, Bulgaria, Georgia, Serbia and Romania; the
autocephalous Churches of Poland, Czechoslovakia, the Orthodox Church in
America, and the Church of Macedonia; and the autonomous Churches of
Ukraine, Sinai, Finland, and Japan, and the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of
Russia and the Genuine Orthodox Church of Greece (Kallinikos Synod).

3. The consecration, enthronement, and installation of the Metropolitan of the Italo-
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of the Americas and Canada shall take place in the
Metropolitan Cathedral Church.



Section 9 - Residency

1. The Metropolitan must reside within the territorial boundaries of the Archdiocese,
in the city in which he has been named bishop and in which there is at least one

parish, mission, or congregation of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic
Church.

2. A ruling Metropolitan may not live in or have his episcopal see in a city in which
there is already resident a canonical Orthodox catholic bishop.
Section 10 - Subjects
1. With regard to persons, the subjects of the Metropolitan are communicant
members of the Orthodox Catholic Faith who are of Sicilian, Italian, or Sardinian

descent who:

a. Immigrated to regions within the territorial boundaries of the Archdiocese
from Sicily and Italy;

b. Who descend from such persons;
c. Women who are members of other Orthodox Churches or the Roman
catholic Church, married to men referable to 1 and 2, who changed their

jurisdiction;

d. Converts to the Orthodox Catholic Faith who have been received into the
Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox catholic Church;

e. All other Italo-Greek Orthodox catholic Christians living within the
territorial boundaries of the Archdiocese.
Section 11. - Accountability and Canonical Oversight
1. The Metropolitan, while possessing supreme authority within the Archdiocese,
remains bound by the Holy Canons, the decisions of the Holy Synod, and the

statutes of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church.

2. The Metropolitan shall submit annual reports to the Holy Eparchial Synod,
including:

a. Pastoral and liturgical activities;



b. Clergy appointments and ordinations;
c. Financial and administrative matters;
d. The overall state of faith, education, and mission within the Archdiocese.

6. The Metropolitan may be called to account by the Holy Eparchial Synod of
Bishops, the Great and Holy Synaxis of Bishops, or the Patriarchal authority for
violations of canon, doctrine, or the Statutes.



ARTICLE VII
Dioceses & Eparchies

Preamble

From the earliest centuries of the Church’s life in Sicily and Southern Italy, the Italo-Greek
tradition has understood the episcopate not as a collection of isolated sees, but as a synod
of brethren united under a common archpastor.

The ancient ecclesiastical provinces in Sicily and Southern Italy were each marked by a
vibrant network of dioceses and monasteries that lived in spiritual and liturgical
communion, expressing the conciliar and catholic nature of the Church.

In this same spirit, the Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese of the
Americas and Canada preserves the ancient order of diocesan and eparchial life, wherein
each Bishop shepherds his portion of Christ’s flock in brotherly concord with his fellow
Bishops and in canonical unity with the Metropolitan.

Section 1 - Definition and Nature

1. A Diocese or Eparchy is the basic territorial and pastoral unit of ecclesiastical
administration within the Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese
of the Americas and Canada.

2. Each Diocese or Eparchy is presided over by a Canonical Bishop, who exercises
spiritual, pastoral, and administrative authority in accordance with the Holy
Canons of the Orthodox Church and the Statutes of this Archdiocese.

Section 2 - Establishment, Alteration, and Suppression

1. The erection, modification, or suppression of a Diocese or Eparchy shall be
undertaken only by decree of the Metropolitan, with the consent of the Holy
Eparchial Synod of Bishops, and after due consultation with the clergy and faithful
of the affected regions. The canonical, pastoral, and financial implications of such
actions must be duly considered to ensure the good order of the Church and the
proper care of souls.



Section 3 - Title and See

1. Each Diocese or Eparchy shall bear a title corresponding to the principal city or
region of its See. The See city serves as the spiritual and administrative center of
the Diocese or Eparchy, where the Cathedral Church of the Bishop is established
and where his chancery is located.

Section 4 - The Diocesan (Eparchial) Bishop

1. The Diocesan Bishop is the canonical head and chief shepherd of his Diocese or
Eparchy. He represents his local Church before the Metropolitan and the Holy
Synod, oversees the spiritual life and discipline of the clergy and laity, and ensures
that the Holy Faith is taught correctly and the Holy Mysteries/Sacraments are
administered properly.

2. He is to act always in communion with his Metropolitan, in conformity with the
Holy Canons and these Statutes, and in a spirit of brotherly concord with his
brother bishops.

Section 4 - Relationship to the Metropolitan

1. Every Diocesan or Eparchial Bishop is a member of the Holy Eparchial Synod of
this Archdiocese. He is subject to the canonical authority of the Metropolitan as
the first hierarch and spiritual father of the Archdiocese.

2. The Metropolitan shall respect the lawful autonomy of each Bishop within his
Diocese, while maintaining unity, discipline, and doctrinal integrity throughout
the Archdiocese.

3. Matters of dispute, appeal, or inter-diocesan concern shall be adjudicated by the
Metropolitan in synod with the Bishops.

Section 5 - Diocesan Governance

1. Each Diocese or Eparchy shall maintain a Chancery Office and a Diocesan Council,
Diocesan Pastoral Council, and Diocesan Finance Council composed of clergy and
qualified laypersons, to assist the Bishop in the administration of ecclesiastical,
pastoral, and financial affairs.



2. The Bishop shall convene a Diocesan Assembly at regular intervals to deliberate
upon matters of faith, pastoral mission, and good order, always within the limits
of canonical propriety and the directives of the Archdiocese.

Section 6 - Cathedral Church

1. The Cathedral Church of each Diocese or Eparchy shall be the liturgical heart of
the local Church, wherein the Bishop presides at the Divine Liturgy and Mysteries
and from which his pastoral teaching and fatherly care are extended to all parishes,
missions, and institutions under his omophorion.

Section 7 - Unity in Diversity

1. The Dioceses and Eparchies, while distinct in territorial jurisdiction, are bound
together in unity of faith, doctrine, worship, and canonical order, forming one
Archdiocesan family under the omophorion of the Metropolitan. Each Diocese
contributes to the life and mission of the Archdiocese according to its gifts,
resources, and local circumstances, so that the Church may manifest the fullness
of Christ’s Body throughout the Americas and Canada.



ARTICLE VIII
The Holy Eparchial Synod of Bishops

Section 1 - Composition

1. The Holy Eparchial Synod of Bishops of the Archdiocese (hereinafter “the Synod”)
is the supreme canonical and conciliar body of the Archdiocese, responsible for
matters of faith, canonical order, pastoral governance, and ecclesiastical discipline.

2. The Synod is composed of:

a.

b.

The Metropolitan, who presides as the canonical head and chair of the
Eparchial Synod;

All diocesan and eparchial bishops of the Archdiocese, serving as suffragan
members;

Any titular or auxiliary bishops appointed or recognized by the Eparchial
Synod with full or consultative voice as determined by the Metropolitan.

Section 2 - Authority and Competence

1. The Eparchial Synod exercises authority in all matters of:

a.

b.

Faith and doctrine — safeguarding Orthodox Catholic teaching and
resolving theological questions within the Archdiocese;

Canonical order — ensuring compliance with the Holy Canons, Statutes,
and ecclesiastical discipline;

Episcopal governance — reviewing the activities of diocesan bishops,
clergy, and ecclesiastical institutions;

Pastoral oversight — addressing concerns regarding the welfare, liturgical
life, and spiritual formation of the faithful.

2. Decisions of the Synod are binding on all dioceses, parishes, and institutions of
the Archdiocese, subject to the hierarchical and canonical authority of the
Metropolitan.



Section 3 - Meetings of the Synod

1.

3.

The Synod shall meet regularly twice annually, in the Spring and in the Fall. It may
convene extraordinary sessions at the call of the Metropolitan or at the request of
a majority of its members.

Meetings shall be conducted according to established canonical procedures,
including:

Provision of notice to all bishops;

Distribution of agendas, reports, and proposals in advance;

Prayer, liturgical opening, and invocation of the Holy Spirit;

Conciliar discussion and deliberation, with decisions made by canonical
vote.

S

A quorum for the valid conduct of Synod meetings shall consist of a majority of the
diocesan and suffragan bishops.

Section 4 - Decision-Making and Voting

1.

2.

Each bishop present at a Synod meeting shall have one vote.

Decisions regarding faith, doctrine, canonical norms, or episcopal matters shall
require a majority vote of the Synod, unless the Statutes or Holy Canons prescribe
a greater majority.

Matters of exceptional importance, such as the election of the Metropolitan or
modification of the Statutes, shall require a two-thirds majority of the Synod.

The Metropolitan, as chair, may cast a vote and, in cases of a tie, may exercise a
decisive casting vote.

Section 5 - Duties and Responsibilities of the Synod

1.

The Synod shall:

a. Safeguard Orthodoxy — preserve doctrinal integrity and liturgical purity
throughout the Archdiocese;

b. Provide Episcopal Oversight — review the ministry of bishops, clergy, and
institutions, issuing guidance, corrections, or disciplinary action as necessary;



c. Approve Clergy Appointments — confirm appointments, transfers, and
ordinations of bishops, priests, and deacons, in accordance with canonical
norms;

d. Oversee Diocesan Administration — ensure consistency in governance,
financial accountability, and pastoral effectiveness across all dioceses;

e. Adjudicate Appeals — hear canonical or disciplinary appeals brought by
clergy, monastics, or laity in accordance with the Statutes;

f. Promote Unity — maintain conciliar harmony and pastoral cooperation
among all bishops, clergy, and faithful of the Archdiocese;

g. Advise the Metropolitan — provide counsel on major decisions affecting
doctrine, pastoral policy, institutions, or external relations.

Section 6 - Records and Documentation

1.

Minutes of all Synod meetings shall be kept by the Secretary of the Synod,
recording deliberations, decisions, and votes.

Official acts, decrees, and rulings of the Synod shall bear the signatures of the
Metropolitan and all participating bishops and shall be preserved in the archives
of the Archdiocese.

The Synod shall publish, as appropriate, directives and pastoral guidelines for the
guidance of clergy, monastics, and laity.

Section 7 - Relationship with the Metropolitan and Archdiocesan Institutions

1.

While the Metropolitan presides over the Synod, the Synod exercises collective
authority in matters within its competence, ensuring conciliar governance in
accordance with Orthodox Catholic canonical tradition.

The Synod provides canonical oversight of all parishes, dioceses, missions,
monasteries, seminaries, and institutions, guiding their spiritual, administrative,
and pastoral life.

The Synod may establish committees or commissions to study specific pastoral,
educational, or canonical matters, reporting their findings to the full Synod for
action.



ARTICLE IX
The Provincial Council

Section 1 - Purpose and Nature

1. The Provincial Council is the highest legislative and administrative body and
authority of the Archdiocese, convened to promote conciliar governance,
transparency, and pastoral cooperation among the clergy, monastics, and laity.

2. The Council exists to advise the Metropolitan, Holy Synod, and Metropolitan
Council on matters of doctrine, pastoral policy, finances, administration, and
mission, consistent with the Holy Canons and the Statutes.

3. The

Council affirms the conciliar nature of the Orthodox Catholic Church,

fostering unity, participation, and accountability within the Archdiocese.

Section 2 - Composition

1. The Provincial Council shall be composed of:

a0 o

o e gQ ™ 0

L.

. The Metropolitan, who presides;
. All diocesan and eparchial bishops;

The pastor of each parish and mission of the Archdiocese;

. Priests not having a parish assignment, provided they are not under

suspension or any disciplinary action, and if accredited by the Archdiocesan
Presbyteral Council;

. Two lay delegates from each parish and mission having a priest;

One lay member from parishes and missions not having a priest;

.Two lay representatives from each diocese/eparchy, chosen by

diocesan/eparchial assemblies in accordance with diocesan procedures;

. The members of the Metropolitan Council;

The members and alternate members of the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council
The members and alternate members of the Archdiocese Finance Council;

. Two monastic representatives, elected or appointed from monasteries within

the Archdiocese.
The dean of the Archdiocesan Seminary;

m. Two delegates from each of the theological schools and institutions of the

n.

Archdiocese;
Members of the Pre-Conciliar Commission;



0. One representative from each Church organization officially accredited by

the Holy Eparchial Synod.

p. The Pre-Conciliar Commission may invite additional persons, with the

approval of the Metropolitan, to attend one or more sessions of the Provincial
Council, without the right to vote. Members of the preparatory committees
may be invited to attend and participate in the discussions of the subject upon
which their committees report to the Provincial Council.

2. The number of representatives from each diocese shall be proportional to the
number of faithful and parishes, ensuring fair representation of clergy and laity.

3. All lay members of the Provincial Council shall have the same qualifications for
membership as the parish delegates.

Section 3 - Executive Committee

1. The Provincial Council shall elect an Executive Committee to oversee the
proceedings of the Council.

2. The Executive Committee shall be comprised of:
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The Metropolitan, as President;

The Vicar of the Metropolitan;

The senior bishop from the Holy Eparchial Synod;

The president of the Metropolitan Council;

The president of the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council;

The president of the Archdiocesan Finance Council;

The Archdiocesan Treasurer;

The Archdiocesan Secretary;

The Archdiocesan General Counsel;

Six additional members elected from among the participants of the Council,
of which three (3) shall be clergy, and three (3) shall be from among the
laity.

Section 4 - Periodicity

1. The Provincial Council shall be convened periodically at intervals of every three
(3) years.

2. Each Provincial Council shall decide the time and place of the next regular
Provincial Council.



3. The time and place of a Provincial Council may be changed, for good reason, by
action of the Metropolitan Council with the approval of the Holy Eparchial Synod
of Bishops.

4. Only the Metropolitan may call and convene a Provincial Council.

5. Extraordinary meetings may be convened in cases of urgent pastoral,
administrative, or canonical matters.

6. Notice of meetings, agenda, and materials shall be provided to all members in
advance, ensuring adequate preparation and participation.

7. Meetings shall begin and conclude with prayers, liturgical readings, and the
invocation of the Holy Spirit, reflecting the Council’s spiritual purpose.

Section 5 - Location and Other Venue and Conduct

1. Unless reasons of extreme necessity require otherwise, the location of the
Provincial Council shall be the See City of the Archdiocese. In every instance,
Council sessions shall be convened in the Cathedral Church of the Archdiocese,
unless the number of attendees to the Council is so large that they cannot
reasonably and safely be accommodated at the Cathedral.

2. Under no circumstances whatsoever is the Provincial Council to be held in any
venue which is a lavish in display or presence, or which subjects the Church, the
Council, and its attendees to any hint of extravagance or careless use and misuse
of the Church’s financial resources.

3. In planning for a regular or extraordinary Provincial Council, it is to be
remembered that the Council is a solemn event of the Church dealing with matters
pertaining to its life, discipline, and welfare. Social events are to be conducted
away from and apart from actual Council sessions.

4. Attendees to the Council are to be dressed appropriately for the setting in which
the Council is held and befitting the solemn nature and work of the assembly. All
priest and deacon delegates are to wear a cassock and riassa. Subdeans and readers
are to wear cassocks.



Section 6 - Agenda

1. An agenda of the Provincial Council shall be prepared by the Pre-Conciliar
Commission of the Metropolitan Council and shall be subject to the approval of
the Metropolitan.

2. The agenda of the provincial Council shall be put into print and published for the
information of the Church in the official press organ of the Church and on the
archdiocesan website not later than thirty (30) days before the convening of the
Council.

3. The Provincial Council may also answer questions or address matters not foreseen
by the agenda that may have arisen after compilation of the agenda or during the
sessions of the Council, provided that two-thirds of the Council participants shall
have passed a resolution to that effect.

Section 7 - Divine Services and Holy Mysteries

1. All Divine Services and Mysteries (Matins, Vespers, Divine Liturgy, Compline,
Trisagion, Service of Intercession, Confession, Holy Anointing) shall be celebrated
in the Metropolitan Cathedral.

2. All Council sessions shall begin and end with a prayer.

3. If sessions of the Council are to be held at a hotel, then a properly appointed chapel
will be established in an area of the Council hotel that is quiet and ensures an
environment of meditation, reflection, and prayer for Council attendees.

Section 8 - Requirements for Representation at the Provincial Council.

1. Every parish that has paid all established assessments determined by the previous
Provincial Council for the support of the Church is entitled to elect delegates. The
assessments must be paid in full by March 1st of the year in which a Provincial
Council occurs to have lay representation.

Section 9 - Pre-Conciliar Commission
1. At least a year before the next Provincial Council, upon nomination by the

Metropolitan Council, the Holy Eparchial Synod shall appoint a Pre-Conciliar
Commission, which shall be entrusted with the following responsibilities:



ii.

iii.
iv.

Vi.

To publish and distribute the proper credentials, notices, and arrangements
for the Provincial Council at least ninety (90) days before the established
date.

To publish and distribute the proper credentials and certification forms at
least sixty (60) days before the Provincial Council.

To collect and certify the credentials of all delegates.

To fix and collect the registration fees from each parish.

To prepare the agenda and submit it to the Holy Eparchial Synod and
Metropolitan Council for approval (the agenda may be changed by vote at
the Provincial Council).

To ascertain that all reports to the Provincial Council be in written form and
that they be distributed to every delegate at least thirty (30) days before the
established date.

2. The Pre-Conciliar Commission shall establish those committees which may be
necessary for the proper operation of the Council, such as a local functioning
committee, a resolutions committee, a credentials committee, and a translations
committee.

Section 10 -

Election, Qualification, and Accreditation of Lay Delegates

1. The lay delegates and alternatives to the Provincial Council must meet the
following requirements to be validly elected, qualified, and accredited:

a.

Be elected by a parish meeting;

b. Be a voting member of the parish in good standing, at least eighteen (18)

years of age, having received the Sacraments of Confession and Communion
at least four times a year for the past three years at his/her home parish.

Like holders of all offices in the Church, he/she may not be a person under
ecclesiastical interdict, who violates moral standards, who holds any beliefs
contrary to the Orthodox Faith, who has married outside the Church, or who
is a member of anti-Church and/or secret societies.)

2. The lay delegate or delegates will personally receive from their parish a uniform
document supplied by the Consistory. The parochial vicar (pastor) shall forward
to the Pre-Conciliar Commission the name and address of the elected lay
delegate(s) and alternates two months before the Provincial Council.

3. The document of accreditation must be signed by the pastor of the parish and the
parish secretary and sealed with the parish seal. In case of a vacant parish, the



parish is entitled to one lay delegate. Delegates from the Archdiocesan or
Metropolis Seminary, if they are laymen, shall be accredited by a similar letter
from the dean of the Seminary to the Pre-Conciliar Commission immediately after
their appointment.

Section 11 - Language

1. The official languages of the Provincial Council shall be English and Italian, and
both texts shall be deemed equally authentic and valid.

2. Upon request of at least one member of the Council, the text of an address or a
document presented at the Council in one language shall be translated into
another language by an interpreter invited for the purpose by the Executive
Committee of the Council.

Section 12 - Presiding Officers

1. The presiding officer of the Provincial Council shall be the Metropolitan or, in the
case of his absence or vacancy in office, a bishop appointed by the Holy Eparchial
Synod;

2. Two vice-chairs, one from the clergy and one from the laity, shall be elected by the
Provincial Council.

Section 13 - Secretariat

1. The Council shall elect a secretariat sufficient for its needs, which will perform its
task under a chairperson, also elected by the Council.

Section 14 - Preparatory Resolutions Committee

1. For the purpose of preparing and considering drafts of the decisions and
resolutions of the Council, the Pre-Conciliar Commission shall form a Preparatory
Resolutions Committee comprised of five people whose nomination shall be
subject to the approval of the Metropolitan. At the Council, the Preparatory
Resolutions Committee shall turn over all the materials and drafts of decisions and
resolutions to the Editorial Resolutions Committee.



Section 15 - Editorial Resolutions Committee

1. The Editorial Resolutions Committee shall be composed of five persons, namely
three priests and two laypersons, who shall be elected by the Provincial Council.
The Editorial Resolutions Committee shall consider, formulate, and edit all drafts
of decisions and resolutions before submitting them to the Provincial Council for
voting.

2. In the event the Editorial Resolutions Committee should reject a draft of the
decision or resolution, or should have failed to formulate it properly, the author
of the draft of the decision or resolution may appeal to the Provincial Council,
which shall definitively solve the question of text.

3. The Editorial Resolutions Committee shall hold its meetings in public to enable
the authors of the decisions or resolutions to be present and to defend their
content. The time and place of meetings of the Editorial Resolutions Committee
shall be determined with the consent of the President of the Provincial Council.
They shall be announced to the Secretary at the end of the current session of the
Council.

Section 16 - Credentials Committee

1. The Pre-Conciliar Commission shall appoint a Credentials Committee, namely,
two priests and one layperson, which the Metropolitan shall approve. The
Credentials Committee shall examine the credentials of delegates to the Provincial
Council, as well as those of the clergy who shall have arrived at the Provincial
Council, and it shall ensure that at all sessions of the Council, a quorum is present.

2. Complaints against the Credentials Committee for non-recognition of the
credentials or entitlement of a delegate or priest to take part in a Provincial Council
or any of its sessions shall be lodged by interested parties before the Executive
Committee of the Council, decisions of which shall be announced at the next
sessions of the Council and shall be final.

Section 17 - Minutes

1. The minutes of the Council shall be prepared by the secretariat, signed by the
chairman, and submitted to the presiding officer. This should be done within 24
hours after completion of the particular session.



2.

Any disagreements or disputes shall be submitted to the next session of the
Council.

If the Council has adjourned, the disagreement shall be deferred to the newly
elected Archdiocesan Pastoral Council, which meets the following day. Within a
period of not more than sixty (60) days after the final adjournment of the Council,
the official text of the minutes shall be mailed to each delegate.

Section 18 - Approval by the Hierarchy

1.

All resolutions adopted by the Council shall be examined by the bishops at the end
of each session (morning, afternoon, or evening). No resolutions shall be valid
unless approved by a vote of at least a majority of the bishops attending the
Council.

A vote of the Holy Eparchial Synod shall evidence the approval of any particular
resolution by the bishops, reported to the presiding officer of the Council and
transmitted to the Council at the beginning of the session that immediately
follows.

At the final sessions of the Council, a recess shall be taken for an appropriate
period of time before the final adjournment so that the bishops may have an
opportunity to act on the resolutions adopted at that session.

In case of a tie in the vote of the Holy Synod, the Metropolitan or other presiding
bishop shall cast an additional vote to break the tie.

In case the Holy Synod shall disapprove any resolution adopted by the Council, it
shall submit to the Council the reasons for such disapproval.

Section 19 - Quorum

1.

At least a majority of the council members who have been accredited and are
present at a given session shall constitute a quorum at any session.

Section 20 - Voting

1.

A majority vote shall determine the decisions of the Provincial Council. The Pre-
Conciliar Commission, or the Council itself, may determine that voting in certain
matters shall be by secret ballot.



Section 21 - Auditing Committee

1. Anauditing committee (consisting of five members of the Provincial Council) shall
be elected at the Provincial Council. Its duties shall be to audit the accounts of the
Treasurer, and the funds of all Church related institutions every quarter, and to
report to the Metropolitan Council, the Archdiocesan Finance Council, and the
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council.

2. Members of the auditing committee attend sessions of the Metropolitan Council,
the Pastoral and Finance Councils of the archdiocese, only to make their reports.

3. Vacancies in the auditing committee are filled by the Metropolitan upon
nominations submitted by the Metropolitan Council.

Section 22 - Extraordinary Councils

1. An Extraordinary Provincial Council may only be convened by the Metropolitan,
at a time and place selected by him, either by his will, upon resolution of the Holy
Eparchial Synod of Bishops, at the request of the Metropolitan Council, or at the
request of two-thirds of all the parishes of the Archdiocese in question.

2. An Extraordinary Provincial Council may only address those matters for which it
has been convened. No other matter or matters shall be brought before the
Council.

3. In the case of a vacancy in the Metropolitan See, the Locum Tenens may convene
an Extraordinary Provincial Council for the sole and express purpose of electing a
new Metropolitan. In such an instance, no other business is to be brought before
the Council.

Section 23 - Authority and Responsibilities
1. The Provincial Council shall:

a. Review and advise on matters of doctrine, liturgy, and canonical practice
referred by the Metropolitan or Synod.

b. To promote and develop the life of the Church.

c. To promote vocations to the diaconate, priesthood, and monastic life.

d. Examine and approve archdiocesan budgets, financial reports, and
stewardship plans.



e. Recommend policies for pastoral care, education, evangelization, and
charitable works.

f. Propose amendments or updates to the Statutes, subject to Synod and the
Metropolitan’s approval.

g. Encourage active participation of the laity and clergy in the life of the
Archdiocese.

h. Serve as a forum for the expression of pastoral concerns, ideas, and
recommendations from the dioceses and parishes.

Section 24 - Relationship with the Holy Eparchial Synod and Metropolitan

1. The Council complements the authority of the Holy Synod by providing conciliar
input from clergy, monastics, and laity, ensuring the Archdiocese remains
attentive to the needs and concerns of all faithful.

2. The Metropolitan shall consider the advice of the Assembly in decisions affecting
the Archdiocese, while retaining canonical authority to act in accordance with the
Holy Canons and Statutes.

3. The Council promotes participation, transparency, and pastoral accountability,
fostering unity and conciliarity within the Archdiocese.



ARTICLE X
The Metropolitan Council

Section 1 - Purpose and Nature

1. The Metropolitan Council is the permanent executive body of the Archdiocese,
established to assist the Metropolitan in the administration, coordination, and
oversight of the Archdiocese’s pastoral, educational, financial, and canonical
affairs.

2. The Council acts in close consultation with the Metropolitan, the Holy Eparchial
Synod of Bishops, and the Archdiocesan Assembly, ensuring efficient governance
and implementation of conciliar decisions.

3. The Chancery is the administrative office of the Archdiocese, operating under the
direction of the Council and the Metropolitan, and serving as the central hub for
documentation, correspondence, and institutional coordination.

Section 2 - Composition of the Council
1. The Metropolitan Council shall consist of:

a. The Metropolitan, who presides over the Council;

b. A Chancellor, appointed by the Metropolitan, responsible for the
administration of the Chancery;

c. A Secretary, responsible for maintaining records, correspondence, and
archival materials;

d. A Treasurer, responsible for financial management and reporting;

e. Additional clergy and lay members, appointed by the Metropolitan with the
advice of the Holy Synod, to provide expertise in education, canon law,
pastoral care, and finance.

2. Council members shall serve for a term determined by the Metropolitan, subject

to renewal or reassignment at his discretion, in consultation with the Holy Synod.

Section 3 - Duties and Responsibilities of the Council

1. The Archdiocesan Council shall:



. Implement the decisions of the Metropolitan, Holy Synod, and Provincial

Council;

. Oversee the administration of dioceses, parishes, missions, and institutions

within the Archdiocese;
Prepare and submit budgets, financial reports, and stewardship plans to the
Metropolitan and Council;

. Coordinate pastoral programs, educational initiatives, and charitable works

across the Archdiocese;

. Ensure compliance with civil and ecclesiastical law in matters of property,

contracts, and institutional governance;
Provide guidance, support, and administrative advice to diocesan bishops,
parish councils, and other institutions.

Section 4 - The Chancery

1. The

Chancery serves as the central administrative office of the Archdiocese,

supporting the work of the Metropolitan and Council.

2. The Chancery shall maintain:
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Records of all Synod and Council meetings, decisions, and decrees;
Registers of clergy, parishes, missions, and monasteries;
Correspondence, canonical documents, and archival materials;
Financial records, budgets, and audits.

3. The Chancellor oversees the Chancery, ensuring the efficient, accurate, and secure
management of all Archdiocesan affairs.

Section 5 - Meetings and Procedures

1. The Council shall meet regularly at least quarterly, or more frequently at the call
of the Metropolitan.

2. Meetings shall be conducted with:

S

Proper notice to all members;

Agendas prepared and circulated in advance;
Minutes recorded and preserved by the Secretary;
Prayer and liturgical reflection as appropriate.



3. Decisions of the Council shall be made by consensus when possible, or by majority
vote of its members present.

Section 6 - Accountability and Reporting
1. The Metropolitan Council shall report regularly to:

a. The Metropolitan, on all administrative, pastoral, and financial matters;

b. The Holy Synod, on the implementation of Synod decisions and diocesan
oversight;

c. The Archdiocesan Assembly, providing summaries of budgets, programs,
and institutional initiatives.

2. The Council is accountable to the Metropolitan and the Synod, ensuring
transparency, canonical compliance, and pastoral integrity in all actions.

Section 7 - Authority and Limitations

1. The Metropolitan Council exercises authority delegated by the Metropolitan, and
shall act in accordance with the Statutes, Holy Canons, and decisions of the Synod
and Provincial Council.

2. The Council may recommend policies, programs, and administrative actions, but
may not independently alter canonical structures or make decisions reserved for
the Metropolitan or Synod.

3. The Council ensures the efficient operation of the Archdiocese, acting as the
executive instrument of conciliar governance.



ARTICLE XI
Eparchial Bishops and Diocesan Administration

Section 1 - Role and Authority of Eparchial Bishops

1. Each diocese or eparchy within the Archdiocese is governed by a bishop, who
exercises pastoral, liturgical, and administrative authority in accordance with the
Holy Canons, the Statutes, and the oversight of the Metropolitan.

2. The diocesan bishop is a member of the Holy Eparchial Synod and participates in
all conciliar decisions affecting the Archdiocese.

3. The bishop shall be the primary shepherd of the faithful in the diocese, responsible
for guiding clergy, monastics, and laity in faith, discipline, and spiritual formation.

Section 2 - Duties and Responsibilities

1. The diocesan bishop shall:

a.

b.

Oversee the pastoral care and spiritual welfare of all parishes, missions, and
monasteries within the diocese;

Ensure the proper celebration of the Divine Mysteries and maintenance of
liturgical and sacramental life;

Ordain and assign clergy in consultation with the Metropolitan, following
canonical norms;

. Convene diocesan clergy assemblies to discuss pastoral initiatives, liturgical

guidance, and administrative matters;

. Convene annual diocesan assemblies of the clergy and faithful to discuss

matters relating to Church life.
Approve the establishment of new parishes or missions in the diocese,
subject to the consent of the Metropolitan;

. Maintain diocesan records of baptisms, marriages, ordinations, and other

canonical acts;

. Promote theological education, catechesis, and formation programs within

the diocese;
Provide guidance and support to parish councils, monastic communities,
and diocesan institutions.



Section 3 - Diocesan Administration

1. The bishop shall establish a Diocesan Administrative Council, Diocesan Pastoral
Council, and a Diocesan Finance Council composed of clergy and laity, to assist in
the administration, stewardship, and pastoral planning of the diocese.

2. The duties and responsibilities of each Council shall be:

A. The Diocesan Administrative Council shall:

Advise the bishop on the temporal affairs of the Diocese/Eparchy.
Assist in the organization, administration, and governance of
diocesan/eparchial activities and affairs.

Ensure canonical compliance and transparency in diocesan/eparchial
administration.

B. The Diocesan/Eparchial Pastoral Council shall:

a.

b.

Advise the bishop on pastoral programs, education initiatives, and
charitable works.

Ensure canonical compliance and transparency in diocesan/eparchial
administration.

C. The Diocesan/Eparchial Finance Council

a.

b.

Prepare budgets and financial reports for submission to the Metropolitan
Council.

Ensure canonical compliance and transparency in diocesan/eparchial
administration.

Section 4. - Oversight and Accountability

1. The diocesan bishop shall report annually to the Metropolitan and Holy Eparchial
Synod, providing updates on:
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Pastoral activities and liturgical life;

Clergy assignments, ordinations, and retirements;
Financial administration and stewardship;
Educational, charitable, and missionary initiatives.



2. The diocesan bishop shall act in harmony with the Metropolitan and Synod, and
may be subject to canonical review or guidance in cases of pastoral, liturgical, or
administrative irregularities.

Section 5 - Vacancies and Succession

1. In the event of the death, resignation, or transfer of a diocesan bishop, the
Metropolitan, in consultation with the Holy Eparchial Synod, shall appoint a
locum tenens to oversee the diocese/eparchy temporarily.

2. The Metropolitan and Holy Synod shall proceed with the canonical election or
appointment of a new diocesan bishop, ensuring continuity of pastoral care and
administrative oversight.

3. During a vacancy, the locum tenens shall have limited administrative authority,
maintaining liturgical and pastoral order without making permanent
appointments or structural changes.

Section 6 - Relationship with Parishes, Monasteries, and Institutions

1. The diocesan bishop shall exercise pastoral and canonical authority over all
parishes, missions, monasteries, and institutions within the diocese, in accordance
with the Statutes and the oversight of the Metropolitan.

2. Parish rectors, monastic superiors, and institutional heads shall report to the
diocesan bishop on matters of administration, pastoral care, and canonical
compliance.

3. The diocesan bishop shall ensure that local practices align with the liturgical,
pastoral, and canonical standards of the Archdiocese.

Section 7 - Cooperation and Conciliarity

1. The diocesan bishop shall participate actively in the conciliar life of the
Archdiocese, attending Synod and Provincial Council meetings, and contributing
to the governance of the Church as a whole.

2. When asked and/or invited to do so by the Metropolitan, diocesan/eparchial
bishops will attend meetings or sessions of the Metropolitan Council and the
Consistory.



3. The diocesan bishop shall foster collaboration among parishes, clergy, and laity,
promoting unity, pastoral effectiveness, and fidelity to the Orthodox Catholic
faith.

4. The diocesan bishop shall maintain open communication with the Metropolitan,
Metropolitan Council, and Holy Eparchial Synod to ensure coordination, mutual
support, and the well-being of the faithful.



ARTICLE XII
The Clergy

Section 1 - Orders of Clergy

1. The clergy of the Archdiocese are ordained to serve the faithful in the sacred
ministries of the Church, preserving the Orthodox Catholic faith and sacramental
life.

2. The clergy are comprised of the following orders:

a. Bishops - serving as shepherds of dioceses/eparchies, members of the Holy
Eparchial Synod, and co-workers with the Metropolitan.

b. Priests - serving parishes, missions, and institutions, administering the
Divine Mysteries, and providing pastoral care.

c. Deacons - assisting bishops and priests in liturgical services, charitable
works, and pastoral ministries.

d. Subdeacons and Readers - serving in liturgical, administrative, and
educational capacities as prescribed by the Holy Canons and diocesan
norms.

Section 2 - Ordination and Qualifications

1. Clergy shall be ordained in accordance with the Holy Canons, liturgical normes,
and diocesan statutes, under the authority of the diocesan bishop and with the
blessing of the Metropolitan.

2. Candidates for ordination must demonstrate:

a. Orthodox faith, sound doctrine, and moral integrity.

b. Adequate theological education and formation.

c. Commitment to the pastoral and liturgical life of the Church.
d. Ability to guide the faithful and maintain conciliar harmony.

3. Ordinations may only be conducted by a bishop in communion with the
Archdiocese, with appropriate documentation filed in the diocesan and
Archdiocesan archives.



Section 3 - Duties of Priests
1. Priests shall:

Administer the Divine Mysteries and other sacraments faithfully.

Preach the Gospel, teach the Orthodox faith, and provide catechesis.

Visit and care for the sick, the poor, and the marginalized

Provide pastoral guidance and counsel to the faithful.

Maintain accurate sacramental records and submit reports to the diocesan
bishop

Uphold the canonical, liturgical, and moral standards of the Archdiocese.
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2. Priests shall collaborate with parish councils, diocesan authorities, and monastic
communities to ensure the spiritual and administrative well-being of the parish or
mission.

Section 4 - Duties of Deacons
1. Deacons shall:

a. Assist the bishop and priest in the celebration of the Divine Liturgy and
their services.

Serve the faithful in pastoral, liturgical, and charitable activities.

Support catechetical, educational, and missionary work.

Maintain liturgical order, decorum, and reverence during services.

Assist in administrative and canonical duties as assigned by the diocesan
bishop.
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Section 5 - Clerical Conduct and Accountability

1. Clergy shall live in accordance with Orthodox Catholic moral teaching,
maintaining personal holiness, integrity, and humility.

2. Clergy are accountable to the diocesan bishop, the Metropolitan, and the Holy
Synod for their pastoral, liturgical, and administrative conduct.

3. Any breaches of canonical discipline, scandal, or negligence may result in
canonical review, correction, suspension, or removal, following the procedures
prescribed by the Holy Canons and the Statutes.



Section 6. - Continuing Formation and Education
1. Clergy shall participate in ongoing theological, pastoral, and liturgical formation,
provided by diocesan, Archdiocesan, or recognized Orthodox Catholic

institutions.

2. Bishops shall ensure that clergy remain knowledgeable in Orthodox doctrine,
liturgical practice, pastoral care, and canonical norms.

3. Continuing education shall be considered a canonical and pastoral obligation,
essential to the health and vitality of the Archdiocese.
Section 7 - Collaboration with Laity and Monastics

1. Clergy shall work in cooperation with parish councils, lay leaders, and monastic
communities, fostering a unified and participatory pastoral environment.

2. Clergy shall respect the conciliar authority of the Metropolitan and Holy Eparchial
Synod, implementing directives while providing pastoral guidance to the faithful.

3. Clergy shall promote spiritual, educational, and charitable programs, ensuring the
active participation of the laity and supporting the mission of the Church.



ARTICLE XIII
Seminarians

Preamble

The sacred vocation to the priesthood and diaconate is a gift of God, entrusted to the
Church for the care of souls and the continuation of apostolic ministry. Those called to
this holy path are invited to grow in holiness, wisdom, and pastoral love, so that they
may shepherd the flock entrusted to them with fidelity and compassion.

The Archdiocese, in its care for the Body of Christ, undertakes the solemn responsibility
to form seminarians not merely in knowledge, but in virtue, prayer, and pastoral zeal,
ensuring that they are prepared to serve Christ, His Church, and His people faithfully.

This Article sets forth the policies, norms, and structures guiding the admission,
formation, oversight, and ordination of seminarians within the Italo-Greek Orthodox
Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese of the Americas and Canada.

Section 1 - The Nature and Purpose of the Seminary Vocation

1. The call to Holy Orders is a divine summons, discerned in prayer, guided by
spiritual elders, and confirmed by the Church. A seminarian is one who responds
to this call, seeking to offer his life entirely to the service of Christ and His faithful.

2. Seminary formation is a journey of the heart and soul, transforming the whole
person into the image of Christ the High Priest, who serves with humility, courage,
and love.

Section 2 - The Archdiocesan Seminary and Other Approved Institutions
1. The Three Hierarchs Orthodox Theological Seminary serves as the primary center
of formation for the Archdiocese, under the canonical authority of the

Metropolitan.

2. Seminarians shall ordinarily pursue their studies at the Archdiocesan Seminary,
immersing themselves in its life of prayer, learning, and pastoral service.



3. With the blessing of the Metropolitan, a seminarian may attend another Orthodox
Catholic theological seminary recognized by a canonical Orthodox jurisdiction,
provided that the integrity of formation and spiritual oversight is preserved.

4. Seminarians enrolled in external institutions remain under the pastoral and
canonical care of the Metropolitan and the Vicar for Seminarian Formation, and
are bound by Archdiocesan norms, prayerful discipline, and ethical standards.

Section 3 - Oversight and Governance of Seminary Formation

1. The Metropolitan is the chief shepherd of all seminarians, overseeing their
spiritual, academic, and pastoral formation, and confirming their readiness for
ordination.

2. The Vicar for Seminarian Formation supervises the daily and long-term life of
seminarians, ensuring that their formation is rooted in Orthodox theology, prayer,
and pastoral service, and guiding them in all matters of personal and spiritual
growth.

3. The Vocations Director assists aspirants in discerning their calling, evaluates
readiness for admission, and guides candidates in preparation for seminary life.

4. The Seminarian Admissions, Formation Review, and Evaluation Commission has
the sacred duty to:

Assess the spiritual and intellectual gifts of applicants;

Monitor the ongoing growth of seminarians in all dimensions of formation;
Advise the Metropolitan regarding continuation, leave, or dismissal;

Offer recommendations concerning readiness for ordination, always
seeking the seminarian’s ultimate good in Christ.
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Section 4 - The Dimensions and Stages of Formation

1. Formation is holistic, encompassing spiritual, academic, pastoral, and human
dimensions, each vital to the development of the future servant of Christ.

2. Spiritual formation nurtures the life of prayer, ascetic struggle, and sacramental
devotion. Daily participation in the Divine Services, frequent Confession, and
regular guidance from a spiritual father are essential.



Academic formation equips seminarians with knowledge of Holy Scripture, the
teachings of the Holy Fathers, liturgy, canon law, and pastoral theology,
grounding them in the mind of the Church.

Pastoral formation immerses seminarians in service to the faithful, teaching them
compassion, discernment, and practical wisdom through parish placements and
supervised ministry.

Human formation fosters maturity, humility, emotional stability, and virtuous
character, enabling seminarians to relate to the faithful with integrity, empathy,
and charity.

Progress through each stage of formation depends upon faithful participation,
spiritual growth, and evaluation of readiness for higher responsibility.

Section 5 - Commitments and Expectations of Seminarians

1.

Seminarians shall live with integrity, striving to reflect Christ in thought, word,
and deed, and honoring the trust placed in them by the Church.

They are called to a disciplined spiritual life, including;:
a. Full participation in the liturgical life of the seminary or assigned parish;
b. Daily prayer and meditation on Holy Scripture;

c. Frequent reception of the Mysteries of Confession and Holy Communion.

Seminarians shall embrace the virtues of humility, obedience, and charity, living
in community with mutual love and respect.

Those who have chosen celibacy must observe it faithfully, maintaining purity in
all aspects of life.

Married seminarians shall uphold the sanctity of their marriage, bearing witness
to Christ’s love and the Christian family as a sacred vocation.

Each seminarian shall engage in charitable works, pastoral outreach, and service
to the broader community as an expression of Christlike love.

Academic honesty, moral integrity, and responsible stewardship of resources are
expected in all circumstances.



8. Violations of moral, canonical, or spiritual discipline may lead to counseling,
temporary suspension, or dismissal, according to the guidance of the
Metropolitan.

Section 6 - Evaluation and Advancement

1. The Seminarian Admissions, Formation Review, and Evaluation Commission
shall meet regularly to assess each seminarian’s growth in all areas of formation.

2. Evaluations shall be conducted with charity, wisdom, and prudence, always
seeking the good of the seminarian and the glory of God.

3. Seminarians unable to demonstrate sufficient spiritual, pastoral, or academic
progress may be counseled, placed on leave, or dismissed from formation.

4. All recommendations and evaluations are submitted to the Metropolitan, whose
judgment, guided by prayer and pastoral discernment, is final.
Section 7 - Ordination and Incardination

1. Recommendations for ordination originate with the Vicar for Seminarian
Formation and the Commission and are subject to the Metropolitan’s approval.

2. No seminarian shall be ordained without completing the full course of formation,
demonstrating spiritual maturity, and fulfilling canonical requirements.

3. Psychological, medical, and pastoral assessments of candidates to ensure the
readiness and suitability of the candidate for sacred ministry.

4. Upon ordination, the cleric is canonically incardinated into the Archdiocese and
placed under the pastoral care and assignment of the Metropolitan.
Section 8 - Financial and Administrative Provisions

1. Seminarians are primarily responsible for their tuition, living expenses, and
personal needs.

2. The Archdiocese may provide scholarships or financial aid, striving to ensure that
financial limitations do not obstruct a worthy vocation.



3. Seminarians are expected to exercise prudence and transparency in financial
matters, maintaining integrity and responsibility.

Section 9 - Final Provisions

1. These norms apply to all seminarians of the Archdiocese, regardless of their
seminary of study.

2. Additional formation guidelines or handbooks may be issued by the Archdiocesan
Seminary with the Metropolitan’s approval.

3. The Metropolitan reserves the right, guided by pastoral prudence, to make case-
by-case determinations as circumstances require, always seeking the sanctification
and good of those called to the sacred ministry.



ARTICLE XIV
Monastic Life and Vocation

Section 1 - Nature, Purpose, and Role of Monasticism

1.

The monastic life is a sacred vocation within the Orthodox Catholic Church,
manifesting the evangelical counsels of the Gospel and serving as a living witness
to the Kingdom of God.

Monasticism constitutes an integral and indispensable part of the life of the
Church, expressing her heart of prayer, repentance, and sanctification.

Monasticism is a vital expression of the Orthodox Catholic spiritual life, dedicated
to prayer, asceticism, and the pursuit of holiness.

Monastic communities within the Archdiocese serve as centers of prayer, spiritual

guidance, education, and pastoral witness, contributing to the sanctification of the
Church and the faithful.

Monks and nuns dedicate their lives to God through obedience, ascetic discipline,
and communal prayer, offering a living testimony of the Gospel.

Monastics, through their renunciation of worldly attachments and their dedication
to unceasing prayer and ascetic discipline, bear witness to the life of the age to
come and intercede for the salvation of the world.

Section 2 - Formation

1.

Individuals seeking monastic life shall undergo a period of novitiate, under the
guidance of the abbot or abbess, to discern their calling and prepare for lifelong
commitment.

Monastics shall take canonical vows of poverty, chastity, obedience, and stability,
living according to the monastic rule and the guidance of their superior.

The Metropolitan and diocesan bishop shall oversee the admission and ordination
of monastics, ensuring proper formation and canonical compliance.



Section 3 - The Monastic Vows

1.

Upon entering the monastic state, each monk or nun solemnly professes the vows
of obedience, chastity, poverty, and stability, according to the tradition of the Italo-
Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church.

The monastic vows taken in the Italo-Greek Church are:

A. Obedience: The vow of obedience signifies submission to the will of God as
expressed through one’s spiritual superior, the abbot or abbess.

B. Chastity: The vow of chastity signifies complete consecration of body and
soul to Christ in purity of heart and intentions.

C. Poverty: The vow of poverty entails the renunciation of personal ownership
and reliance upon divine Providence and the common life of the monastery.

D. Stability: The vow of stability, as prescribed by the typikon, signifies
steadfastness and faithfulness to one’s monastery and spiritual family.

Section 4 - Spiritual and Interior Duties and Responsibilities of Monastics

1.

The primary work of the monastic life is unceasing prayer, repentance, and
purification of the heart.

Monastics shall maintain regular participation in the liturgical cycle of the Church,
including the Divine Liturgy, the Hours, and all appointed services of the monastic
typikon.

Each monastic shall cultivate and practice the rule of the Jesus Prayer, meditation
upon the Holy Scriptures, and the spiritual writings of the Fathers and Mothers of
the Church.

The virtues of humility, silence, and inner watchfulness are to be diligently
observed, guarding the heart from distraction and passion.

Frequent confession and spiritual direction under obedience to one’s spiritual
father and to the abbot or abbess are required for the maintenance of spiritual
health and growth.

Monastics shall maintain obedience to their abbot/abbess, diocesan bishop, and
the Metropolitan, fostering unity and spiritual harmony within the Church.



Section 5 - Communal and Liturgical Life

1. Monastics live in community according to a common typikon, under the spiritual
and administrative authority of the abbot or abbess.

2. The common life of prayer, fasting, work, and obedience is the foundation of
monastic discipline.

3. Monastic communities are to celebrate the Divine Liturgy daily as well as the
Liturgy of the Hours, and to uphold the prayer of intercession for the Church, the
faithful, the departed, and the entire world.

4. Charity, mutual forgiveness, and service to one another are to be observed as
expressions of fraternal and ecclesial love.

Section 6 - Manual and Stewardship Duties

1. Monastic obedience includes the fulfillment of assigned labors undertaken for the
good of the community and the glory of God.

2. Such labor may include manual work, iconography, hospitality, publishing,
agriculture, education, or other activities consistent with the spiritual aims of the
monastery.

3. All work shall be performed in a spirit of prayer, humility, and obedience, with no
pursuit of personal profit or gain.

4. The monastery shall maintain a spirit of simplicity and accountability in all
material matters, in accordance with the vow of poverty and the oversight of
ecclesiastical authority.

Section 7 - Moral and Pastoral Responsibilities

1. Monastics bear moral responsibility to manifest in their life and conduct the
virtues of holiness, meekness, obedience, and love.

2. Though not primarily engaged in pastoral ministry, monastics may, with the
blessing of the abbot or abbess and the diocesan bishop or Metropolitan, offer
spiritual counsel, hospitality, and works of mercy.



3. The witness of monastic life is to be a prophetic reminder to all the faithful of the
primacy of the Kingdom of God and the call to repentance and sanctity.

4. Monastics shall avoid entanglement in secular affairs, controversies, or
occupations contrary to their vocation.

Section 8 - Eschatological Witness

1. The monastic state is a sign and foretaste of the world to come, wherein Christ
shall be all in all.

2. Monastics are to live as “angels in the flesh,” embodying the transfigured life of
prayer, simplicity, and detachment that points beyond the fallen world to the
eternal life in Christ.

3. The monastic vocation serves as a continual call to the whole Church toward
conversion, holiness, and communion with God.

Section 9 - Ecclesiastical Oversight

1. All monastic communities are established under the canonical authority of the
diocesan bishop in conformity with the Statutes of the Archdiocese and the holy
canons of the Orthodox Catholic Church.

2. The abbot or abbess shall be elected by the brotherhood or sisterhood of the
monastery, or, if need be, by the diocesan hierarch in whose jurisdiction the
monastery resides.

3. Each monastery shall maintain its own internal typikon approved by the
Metropolitan and the Holy Eparchial Synod of Bishops, consistent with Orthodox
catholic tradition and the Archdiocesan norms.

4. The diocesan bishop, or the Metropolitan, as the case may be, shall visit each
monastery at appropriate intervals to ensure the spiritual and administrative
wellbeing of the community.



ARTICLE XV
Monasteries, Monastic Houses, and Habitations

Preamble

From its inception, the Italo-Greek Church has been, in its very essence, a monastic
Church—nurtured and sustained by the ascetic and spiritual witness of its monasteries
and monastic habitations. In the ancient Holy Valley of the Mekurion, which once rivaled
Mount Athos in sanctity and fervor, monastic life flourished as the living heart of the
Italo-Greek tradition. In that same spirit, the Archdiocese acknowledges and safeguards
the sacred vocation of its monasteries as centers of prayer, repentance, and holiness,
whose presence bears continual witness to the Kingdom of God within the life of the
Church.

Section 1 - Nature and Character

1. Monasteries and other monastic houses and habitations within the Italo-Greek
Orthodox Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese of the Americas and Canada are sacred
institutions of common life wherein the evangelical counsels are lived in
community under obedience, stability, and spiritual discipline.

2. Each monastery or habitation shall serve as a place of continual prayer, ascetic
struggle, and hospitality, and shall constitute a distinct ecclesial entity under the
canonical authority of the Archdiocese.

Section 2 - Monastic Witness and Mission

1. Monastic communities shall bear witness to the Orthodox faith and life of holiness,
serving as a spiritual example for the laity, clergy, and society at large.

2. Monasteries shall promote education, spiritual retreats, and pastoral resources,
assisting parishes, missions, and institutions in their evangelizing and catechetical
work.

3. Monastic life is a living expression of the Gospel, reinforcing the prayerful, ascetic,
and missionary identity of the Archdiocese.



Section 3 - Canonical Erection and Recognition

1.

No monastery, skete, or other habitation may be established or recognized within
the Archdiocese without the express written blessing and canonical act of erection
issued by the Metropolitan, with the counsel of the Monastic Council.

The canonical act of erection shall define:

a. the name and patron of the monastery,

b. its geographical location and boundaries,

c. its internal rule or typikon,

d. and the canonical relationship of the monastery to the Archdiocese and to its
local bishop.

Section 4. - Jurisdiction and Authority

1.

All monasteries and monastic habitations within the Archdiocese are under the
spiritual and canonical jurisdiction of the Metropolitan Archbishop, who exercises
oversight directly or through a hierarch or delegate appointed by him.

The internal life, discipline, and governance of the monastery shall be conducted
in accordance with its approved typikon, under the leadership of the abbot or
abbess, who shall be confirmed in office by the Metropolitan.

Section 5 - Governance and Administration

1.

The abbot or abbess is the canonical superior of the monastery and shall be
responsible for the spiritual, liturgical, and administrative order of the
community.

He or she shall ensure that the monastery remains faithful to Orthodox Catholic
doctrine, to its approved typikon, and to the directives of the Metropolitan.

All property of the monastery shall be held in trust for the monastic community
and for the Archdiocese and may not be alienated or encumbered without the
Metropolitan’s written consent.



Section 6 - Monastic Property and Stewardship

1.

Monastic property, including land, buildings, and resources, shall be canonically
owned by the monastery, subject to diocesan and Archdiocesan oversight.

The monastic community shall manage its resources responsibly, providing for
the needs of its members and supporting charitable and pastoral activities in
alignment with Orthodox Catholic teaching.

The diocesan bishop and Metropolitan retain the right to review monastic finances
to ensure canonical compliance and accountability.

Section 7 - Relations with the Archdiocese and Local Clergy

1.

While autonomous in its internal life, every monastery remains an integral part of
the wider Church and the Archdiocese and is thus bound to commemorate both
the Archbishop and the Metropolitan in the divine services.

No parish clergy or faithful may establish services or enterprises within monastic
property without the blessing of the abbot or abbess and the knowledge of the
Metropolitan.

Monks and nuns shall not exercise pastoral or sacramental ministry outside their
monastery except by the Metropolitan’s explicit blessing.

Monasteries shall operate in full communion and cooperation with the diocesan
bishop and Archdiocese, contributing to the pastoral, educational, and spiritual
mission of the Church.

Monastics shall participate in diocesan liturgical celebrations and synodal
activities as appropriate, offering prayers and guidance for the faithful.

Disputes or disciplinary matters within monasteries shall be addressed according
to canonical norms, with ultimate oversight by the diocesan bishop and, if
necessary, the Metropolitan.

Section 8 - Accountability and Visitations

1.

The Metropolitan, or his appointed delegate, shall make regular canonical visits to
each monastery to ensure the integrity of its life and administration.



2. In matters of canonical discipline, appeal may be made to the Metropolitan, whose
judgment shall be final within the Archdiocese.

Section 9 - Suppression or Reorganization

1. A monastery or monastic habitation may be suppressed, merged, or reorganized
only by canonical decree of the Metropolitan, with the counsel of the Archdiocesan
Council and the consent of the affected community, insofar as possible.

2. In the event of suppression, all property and assets shall revert to the Archdiocese

for use consistent with the sacred purposes for which they were originally
dedicated.

Section 10 - Affiliated and Dependent Houses
1. Dependent sketes, hermitages, or cells associated with a recognized monastery
shall function under the authority of that monastery’s abbot or abbess, and

according to its approved typikon.

2. Such dependencies shall not possess separate legal or canonical identity apart
from the parent monastery unless otherwise granted by the Metropolitan.



ARTICLE XVI
Diocesan/Eparchial Assemblies

Preamble

In the life of the Church, the faithful —clergy, monastics, and laity alike —are called to
labor together in the service of Christ and the upbuilding of His Body. The Diocesan and
Eparchial Assemblies are expressions of this conciliar life, manifesting the unity of the
local Church around her Bishop and providing counsel, collaboration, and shared
responsibility in the mission of the Gospel.

These Assemblies ensure that every diocese and eparchy of the Italo-Greek Orthodox
Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese of the Americas and Canada participates actively in the
life of the Archdiocese, maintaining harmony of faith, order, and purpose under the
pastoral care of the Metropolitan and the Holy Eparchial Synod of Bishops.

Section 1 - Nature and Purpose

1. The Diocesan and Eparchial Assembly shall be the chief deliberative, consultative,
and legislative body within each diocese or eparchy of the Archdiocese.

2. It shall exist for the purpose of fostering unity, good order, transparency, and
cooperation among the clergy, monastics, and laity of the local Church.

3. The Assembly shall deliberate upon matters of pastoral, spiritual, educational,
administrative, and financial concern affecting the life of the diocese or eparchy.

4. The Assembly shall ensure that all decisions and actions within the diocese
conform to the Holy Canons, the Archdiocesan Statutes, and the directives of the
Metropolitan and the Holy Eparchial Synod of Bishops.

Section 2 - Authority and Relationship to Archdiocesan Governance
1. The Diocesan/Eparchial Assembly shall exercise consultative and legislative

authority within its jurisdiction, subject always to the review and ratification of
the Metropolitan and the Holy Eparchial Synod of Bishops.



2. All enactments, resolutions, and policies adopted by the Assembly shall take effect

only upon the written approval of the Metropolitan or, when applicable, the
Synod.

The Assemblies function in communion with and under the canonical oversight of
the Archdiocesan authority, ensuring unity of faith and practice throughout the
Archdiocese.

The proceedings and reports of each Assembly shall be transmitted to the
Archdiocesan Chancery for record and inclusion in the deliberations of the Holy
Synod.

Section 3 - Composition of the Assembly

1.

The Diocesan/Eparchial Assembly shall be composed of:

a. All canonical clergy —priests and deacons —serving within the diocese or
eparchy;

b. Lay delegates duly elected or appointed from each parish in accordance
with diocesan norms;

c. Representatives from recognized monastic institutions, brotherhoods, and
sisterhoods within the diocese;

d. Representatives of diocesan ministries, missions, and institutions
(educational, philanthropic, or social);

e. Members appointed by the Diocesan or Eparchial Bishop for particular
expertise or service.

Each delegate serves as a witness and representative of the local parish or
institution, bearing a moral and spiritual responsibility to act in accordance with
the Gospel and the unity of the Church.

Diocesan norms approved by the Metropolitan shall determine voting privileges
and procedures.

Section 4 - Convocation and Frequency

1.

The Diocesan/Eparchial Assembly shall be convened annually, at a time
designated by the Diocesan or Eparchial Bishop.

Extraordinary Assemblies may be convoked by the Bishop when pastoral or
administrative necessity so requires, with appropriate notice given to delegates.



3. Written notice of each Assembly, including agenda and proposed matters for
discussion, shall be distributed to all delegates at least thirty (30) days before its
opening.

4. A quorum shall consist of a majority of registered clergy and lay delegates in
attendance.

Section 5 - Presiding Officer and Officers of the Assembly

1. The Diocesan or Eparchial Bishop shall preside over the Assembly, exercising
authority as father and chief shepherd of the diocese or eparchy.

2. In his absence or with his blessing, the Bishop may designate the Vicar General,
Chancellor, or another cleric to preside in his stead.

3. The Bishop shall appoint a Recording Secretary to keep the minutes and
proceedings of the Assembly, which shall be signed by the presiding officer and
submitted to the Archdiocesan Chancery.

4. Other officers, including Vice-Chairpersons or Committee Secretaries, may be
appointed as necessary by the Bishop or elected by the Assembly according to
diocesan custom.

Section 6 - Authority, Functions, and Competencies
1. The Diocesan/Eparchial Assembly shall address matters pertaining to:

a. The spiritual and pastoral life of the diocese or eparchy;

b. The maintenance and administration of parishes, missions, and institutions;
c. The financial integrity and stewardship of diocesan resources;

d. Educational, catechetical, and missionary initiatives;

e. Monastic, philanthropic, and youth activities;

f. Relations between the clergy and laity in the shared ministry of the Church.

2. The Assembly shall deliberate upon reports submitted by diocesan officers, clergy
associations, monastic communities, and diocesan ministries.

3. It may adopt resolutions, recommendations, and policies to advance the spiritual
and pastoral work of the diocese, subject to Archdiocesan and Synodal approval.

4. The Assembly shall promote mutual accountability, cooperation, and the faithful
stewardship of all entrusted resources in the service of Christ and His people.



Section 7 - Standing Committees

1. Standing Committees shall be established by the Diocesan or Eparchial Bishop to
facilitate the continuing work of the Assembly between sessions.

2. These Committees may include, but are not limited to:

The Clergy and Pastoral Affairs Committee;

The Faith and Education Committee;

The Finance and Stewardship Committee;

The Youth and Family Life Committee;

The Ordained Ministry Vocations Committee

. The Monastic Life Committee;

g. The Philanthropic and Community Outreach Committee.
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3. Each Standing Committee shall consist of both clergy and laity, appointed by the
Bishop for renewable terms.

4. Committees shall prepare written reports and recommendations for presentation
at each annual Assembly.

5. The Bishop may, at his discretion, establish ad hoc committees to address specific
concerns or urgent matters.
Section 8 - Procedures and Records

1. The Assembly shall open and close with prayer, invoking the guidance of the Holy
Spirit upon all deliberations.

2. All business shall be conducted in a spirit of charity, order, and respect, reflecting
the conciliar ethos of the Orthodox Church.

3. Minutes and resolutions shall be signed by the presiding Bishop and Recording
Secretary and preserved in the diocesan archives.

4. Copies of all official actions and reports shall be submitted to the Metropolitan and
to the Archdiocesan Chancery for record and review.



Section 9 - Relationship to the Archdiocese and the Holy Synod

1. The Diocesan/Eparchial Assemblies operate under the Archdiocesan Statutes and
within the canonical authority of the Metropolitan and the Holy Eparchial Synod
of Bishops.

2. The Metropolitan retains the right to review, amend, or rescind any decision or
policy of a Diocesan or Eparchial Assembly that is inconsistent with the faith,
order, or discipline of the Church.

3. The proceedings of each Assembly shall be submitted to the Holy Eparchial Synod
for acknowledgment and inclusion in its deliberations.

4. All diocesan and eparchial activities, initiatives, and policies must remain in full
conformity with the faith, canons, and unity of the Orthodox Catholic Church, as
expressed in the Archdiocesan Statutes and the decisions of the Holy Synod.

Section 10 - Spirit and Aim of the Assembly

1. The Diocesan and Eparchial Assemblies exist to strengthen the bond of love and
unity between the clergy and laity and to renew the Church’s common
commitment to the Gospel.

2. All who participate in these Assemblies shall do so not as partisans or delegates of
interest, but as servants of Christ and His Church.

3. The Assembly, when gathered in the name of the Lord and guided by the Holy
Spirit, becomes a true manifestation of conciliarity — the mind of the Church acting
in harmony for the salvation of all.



ARTICLE XVII
Parishes, Missions, and Lay Participation

Section 1 - Purpose and Role of Parishes

1.

Parishes are the local expressions of the Church, established to provide pastoral
care, liturgical worship, and sacramental life to the faithful.

Each parish shall serve as a spiritual, educational, and charitable center, promoting
Orthodox Catholic faith, worship, and community engagement.

Parishes shall operate under the canonical authority of the diocesan bishop and in
communion with the Metropolitan and Archdiocese.

Section 2 - Parish Governance

1.

Each parish shall have a rector or priest-in-charge, responsible for pastoral,
liturgical, and administrative oversight, under the guidance of the diocesan
bishop.

Parishes shall establish a Parish Administrative Council, Parish Pastoral Council,
and Parish Finance Council, each composed of clergy and lay members, to assist
in governance, stewardship, and pastoral planning.

The duties and responsibilities of the Parish Administrative Council, Parish
Pastoral Council, and Parish Finance Council are:

A. Parish Administrative Council

a. Oversee the temporal administration of parish assets and resources,
including parish property and the physical plant.

b. Represent the parish with civil authorities and other governmental
entities.

c. Ensure compliance with canonical norms, Archdiocesan Statutes, and
diocesan directives

B. Parish Pastoral Council

a. Assist in the organization of educational, catechetical, and charitable
programs.



b. Advise the rector on pastoral initiatives and community engagement.
c. Ensure compliance with canonical norms, Archdiocesan Statutes, and
diocesan directives.

C. Pariah Finance Council

a. Prepare annual budgets and financial reports.
b. Ensure compliance with canonical norms, Archdiocesan Statutes, and
diocesan directives.

Section 3 - Missions and Chapels

1. Missions and chapels may be established in areas without a permanent parish to
serve communities of the faithful.

2. The diocesan bishop shall assign clergy to missions and chapels and provide
canonical oversight.

3. Missions and chapels shall maintain records of sacramental activity, financial
stewardship, and pastoral programs, reporting to the diocesan bishop and
Archdiocesan Chancery.

Section 4 - Lay Participation

1. The laity are essential participants in the life, governance, and mission of the
Church, exercising their gifts in service, leadership, and stewardship.

2. Lay members shall:

a. Lay participation shall be inclusive, equitable, and representative, reflecting
the diversity of the faithful in age, experience, and talents.

b. Serve on parish councils, committees, and diocesan or Archdiocesan

commissions.

Assist in educational, charitable, and liturgical ministries.

Participate in the Provincial Council and other conciliar bodies.

e. Promote the mission and spiritual growth of the parish and wider
Archdiocese.
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Section 5 - Sacramental and Liturgical Life

1. Parishes and missions shall maintain regular liturgical services, including the
Divine Liturgy, Vespers, Matins, and sacramental celebrations.

2. The rector and clergy shall ensure the faithful administration of the sacraments,
catechesis, and spiritual guidance.

3. Lay members shall be encouraged to participate in liturgical ministries, education,
charitable outreach, and the life of prayer within the parish or mission.
Section 6 - Records and Reporting
1. Parishes and missions shall maintain accurate records of:
a. Baptisms, chrismations, marriages, funerals, and ordinations.
b. Financial accounts, stewardship, and charitable contributions.
c. Educational, catechetical, and pastoral programs.

2. Records shall be submitted to the diocesan bishop and the Archdiocesan Chancery

as required, ensuring canonical, legal, and administrative compliance.
Section 7 - Property and Stewardship

1. Parish and mission property shall be canonically owned by the Archdiocese or the
diocese, subject to oversight and administration by the parish in accordance with
Archdiocesan Statutes.

2. Therector and Parish Administrative Council and the Parish Finance Council shall
manage resources responsibly, ensuring stewardship, maintenance, and charitable
outreach.

3. Any acquisition, sale, or encumbrance of property requires the approval of the
diocesan bishop and Metropolitan, in accordance with canonical and civil normes.

Section 8 - Relationship with the Diocese and Archdiocese

1. Parishes and missions operate in full communion and cooperation with the
diocesan bishop, the Metropolitan Council, and the Metropolitan.



2. Clergy, monastics, and laity of parishes shall participate in diocesan and
Archdiocesan activities, including liturgical celebrations, synods, councils, and
educational programs.

3. The faithful shall support and uphold the mission, canonical integrity, and
pastoral vision of the Archdiocese through prayer, stewardship, and active
engagement.



ARTICLE XVIII
Ecclesiastical Courts and Discipline

Preamble

From the earliest centuries of the Church, the resolution of disputes and the correction of
offenses among the faithful were entrusted to the spiritual authority of the bishops, who,
as shepherds and fathers, exercised judgment not as worldly magistrates, but as healers
of souls and guardians of the peace of the Church. The ecclesiastical courts of the Italo-
Greek Orthodox Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese of the Americas and Canada continue
this sacred ministry, ensuring that truth and mercy are rightly joined in the
administration of justice according to the Holy Canons.

The judicial system of the Archdiocese exists to safeguard the faith, uphold canonical
discipline, and restore harmony within the Body of Christ. It operates not in the spirit of
retribution, but of reconciliation; not to condemn, but to heal; and always to guide the
faithful toward repentance, restoration, and renewed communion in Christ and His

Church.

These courts function as extensions of the pastoral and canonical ministry of the
Metropolitan, who bears the ultimate responsibility for maintaining order and justice
throughout the Archdiocese and its provinces. Each court serves a distinct but
complementary role within the hierarchy of ecclesiastical justice, ensuring that all matters
are treated with diligence, equity, and pastoral compassion.

Accordingly, the Archdiocesan judicial structure comprises four principal tribunals:

1. The Archdiocesan General Court, which serves as the diocesan court of first
instance for the Archdiocese itself.

2. The Archdiocesan Marriage Tribunal, which addresses all marital and family
cases within the Archdiocesan jurisdiction.

3. The Provincial Metropolitan Court, which acts as the court of appeal and
canonical review for cases arising from diocesan and eparchial courts.

4. The Provincial Marriage Tribunal, which serves as the appellate and review body
for complex or appealed marriage cases within the entire Metropolitan Province.

Through these judicial bodies, the Church exercises her ancient right and sacred duty to
judge justly, to defend the innocent, to correct the erring, and to reconcile those estranged



from one another and from the Church. In all things, the courts of the Archdiocese must
act in faithfulness to the Gospel, the canons, and the pastoral conscience of the Orthodox
tradition — ever mindful that justice in the Church is inseparable from mercy, and that the
goal of every judgment is the salvation of souls.

Section 1 - Purpose and Authority

1. Ecclesiastical courts exist to maintain canonical order, resolve disputes, and ensure
the moral and spiritual integrity of the clergy, monastics, and faithful.

2. These courts exercise authority in accordance with the Holy Canons, Archdiocesan
Statutes, and directives of the Metropolitan and Holy Eparchial Synod.

3. The administration of justice within the Church is intended to be pastoral,
restorative, and conciliar, aiming to correct wrongdoing, reconcile parties, and
preserve unity.

Section 2 - Types of Ecclesiastical Courts
1. The Archdiocese has four ecclesiastical courts. They are:
A. The Archdiocesan General Court

i. The Archdiocesan General Court is the judicial body of first instance
within the Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese of the
Americas and Canada, serving as the diocesan court for the Archdiocese
itself. It exists to uphold canonical order, safeguard ecclesiastical
discipline, and administer justice in accordance with the Holy Canons,
the Statutes of the Archdiocese, and the directives of the Metropolitan.

ii. Its principal purpose is to resolve matters of ecclesiastical, moral,
administrative, and disciplinary nature which arise within the
jurisdiction of the Archdiocese, ensuring that all proceedings are
conducted with integrity, fairness, and pastoral sensitivity, always with
the intent of restoring peace and reconciliation within the Body of
Christ.

B. The Archdiocesan Marriage Tribunal

i. The Archdiocesan Marriage Tribunal serves as the ecclesiastical court of
tirst instance for all matters pertaining to marriage and family life within



l.

the jurisdiction of the Archdiocese. It exists to safeguard the sanctity of
Holy Matrimony as a divine and sacramental mystery, while providing
just, compassionate, and pastoral adjudication in cases concerning the
validity, dissolution, or irregularity of marriages according to the Holy
Canons and the teachings of the Orthodox Church.

The Tribunal’s mission is not punitive but pastoral: to discern truth in
charity, to uphold the sanctity of the Mystery, and to guide the faithful
toward healing, repentance, and reconciliation within the life of the
Church.

C. The Provincial Metropolitan Court

il.
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The Provincial Metropolitan Court serves as the Court of Appeals and
Court of Second Instance within the Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy
Metropolitan Archdiocese of the Americas and Canada. It exists to
ensure the just, consistent, and canonical administration of ecclesiastical
justice throughout the provinces, dioceses, and other jurisdictions under
the Metropolitan’s omophorion.

Its primary purpose is to review, hear, and decide cases appealed from
diocesan and eparchial courts, to safeguard the proper observance of
canonical norms, and to ensure that all ecclesiastical judgments are
rendered in conformity with the faith, canons, and discipline of the
Orthodox Catholic Church.

In fulfilling its ministry, the Court also serves as a guardian of ecclesial
unity, ensuring that justice, mercy, and order prevail throughout the life
of the Archdiocese and its suffragan jurisdictions.

D. The Provincial Marriage Tribunal

l.

The Provincial Marriage Tribunal serves as the Court of Second Instance
and Court of Appeal in all matters pertaining to marriage within the
territories of the Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese of
the Americas and Canada and its suffragan dioceses and eparchies.

Its purpose is to review, hear, and decide upon complex or appealed
marriage cases received from diocesan or eparchial tribunals, ensuring
that judgments are rendered in conformity with the sacred canons, the
doctrinal teachings of the Orthodox Church, and the pastoral mind of the
Metropolitan.
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In all its proceedings, the Tribunal seeks to uphold the sanctity of the
Mystery of Marriage, to protect the integrity of the marital bond, and to
administer justice with compassion, discernment, and pastoral care.

. The Archdiocesan General Court is a department of the archdiocesan

administration established in Canon Law, through which the
Metropolitan, as a diocesan bishop, exercises judicial authority through
duly appointed judges and court officers.

. The purpose of the Archdiocesan General Court is to hear and adjudicate

cases of disagreement between members of the Archdiocese.

. Staff members of the Archdiocesan General Court include a Judicial

Vicar, who must hold a license (J.C.L.) or doctorate (J.C.D.) in Canon
Law, and who is responsible for the overall proper and competent
functioning of the Court and its personnel.

. In addition to the Judicial Vicar, other officials and staff canonically

associated with the Court are typically one or more Judges, a Promoter
of Justice (Prosecutor), Advocates (Defense Attorneys), Assessors,
Procurators, Auditors, and Notaries.

Section 3 - Jurisdiction

1. The ecclesiastical courts and tribunals of the Archdiocese have jurisdiction over:

a.

b.

C.
d.
e.

Clergy and monastic misconduct, including violations of canon, moral
failings, or negligence;

Disputes between clergy, monastics, parishes, missions, or diocesan
institutions;

Allegations of heresy, doctrinal deviation, or liturgical abuse;

Appeals from lower courts or decisions of diocesan authorities.

Marriage validity and dissolution.

2. Lay members may bring complaints regarding pastoral or administrative matters,
which shall be reviewed in accordance with canonical procedure

Section 4 - Composition and Officers

1. The ecclesiastical courts and tribunals of the Archdiocese shall consist of:



a. A presiding judge, typically a bishop or senior cleric, appointed by the
Metropolitan

Associate judges

Promotor of Justice (Prosecutor)

Advocates and Counsel (Defense Attorneys)

Notaries

. Secretaries

g. Defender of the Bond (Marriage Tribunal)
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2. The Metropolitan may convene additional advisors or experts as needed, without
voting rights, to assist in complex matters.

Section 5 - Procedures and Conduct

1. Proceedings shall be conducted with due canonical form, fairness, and
transparency, while maintaining pastoral discretion.

2. Parties shall have the right to:
a. Present evidence, testimony, and documentation;
b. Be heard and respond to allegations;

c. Receive guidance from canonically recognized advisors.

3. Courts shall endeavor to reconcile disputes and restore communion, reserving
punitive measures for cases of persistent wrongdoing or canonical violation.

4. Decisions shall be documented in writing, signed by the presiding judge and panel
members, and preserved in the archives of the diocese or Archdiocese.
Section 6. - Disciplinary Measures
1. Disciplinary measures may include, but are not limited to:
Admonition or correction;
Temporary suspension from clerical or monastic duties;

Reassignment or removal from office;
Defrocking, in extreme cases of canonical or moral violation.
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2. All measures shall be implemented in accordance with the Holy Canons, Statutes,
and pastoral principles, prioritizing repentance, restoration, and the salvation of
souls.

3. Appeals of disciplinary decisions may be submitted to a higher ecclesiastical court
or the Holy Synod, whose judgment shall be final, except as reserved to the
Metropolitan and, ultimately, the Patriarchal authority.

Section 7. Record-Keeping and Transparency

1. Ecclesiastical courts shall maintain complete records of all proceedings, decisions,
and appeals.

2. Records shall be accessible to the Metropolitan, Holy Synod, and diocesan bishop,
and may be reviewed in cases of canonical necessity.

3. Courts shall balance transparency with pastoral discretion, ensuring protection of
privacy and the integrity of the Church’s spiritual mission.

Section 8 - Pastoral Oversight and Conciliar Review

1. The Metropolitan and the Holy Eparchial Synod retain the right to review, guide,
or overturn decisions of lower ecclesiastical courts in matters of canonical
importance.

2. Courts and tribunals are accountable to the Holy Eparchial Synod and the
Metropolitan, ensuring conciliar harmony, canonical fidelity, and pastoral
integrity.

3. The ultimate aim of all disciplinary action is the restoration of communion,
spiritual healing, and maintenance of the Church’s sanctity.



ARTICLE XIX
Christian Education, Catechesis, and Formation

Preamble

From its inception, the Italo-Greek Orthodox Church has been a Church of enlightenment
and learning — a Church where faith and knowledge, prayer and study, contemplation
and labor were joined in the life of her monastics, clergy, and faithful.

In the ancient Mekurion and the Holy Valley of Calabria, in the monastic schools and
scriptoria of Sicily and Southern Italy, the fathers and teachers of the Italo-Greek tradition
preserved the light of Orthodox Catholic learning, illuminating both the mind and the
soul with the wisdom of Christ.

In this same spirit, the Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese of the
Americas and Canada continues the sacred work of education, catechesis, and formation,
that the faithful may grow “in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ” (2 Peter 3:18), and that the Church may hand down her holy faith undefiled to
future generations.

Section 1 - Purpose and Vision

1. The sacred task of Christian education is the lifelong formation of the faithful in
the Orthodox Catholic Faith, leading to spiritual maturity, deeper communion
with God, and active participation in the life of the Church. The Archdiocese,
following the command of the Lord to “go and teach all nations,” upholds this
ministry as essential to the life and mission of the Church.

2. Christian education is not merely the transmission of religious knowledge, but the
cultivation of the mind and heart in the life of Christ, shaping the faithful into true
disciples who live, worship, and serve in the Spirit of the Gospel and the holy
tradition of the Church.

Section 2 - Scope and Application

1. The ministry of Christian education within the Archdiocese embraces all forms of
learning, instruction, and spiritual development, including:



A. Catechesis for Conversion and Initiation:
o The preparation of catechumens for Holy Baptism and Chrismation,
ensuring a complete and faithful formation in Orthodox doctrine,
worship, and life.

B. Religious Instruction for the Faithful:

o Ongoing education for children, youth, and adults in the faith, history,
liturgical life, and moral teachings of the Orthodox Church.

C. Clergy and Lay Formation:

o The theological, pastoral, and spiritual training of clergy, monastics, and
lay ministers for service in the Church.

D. Family and Parish Life:

o The support of families as the “domestic Church,” and the
establishment of parish educational programs that strengthen faith and
moral life.

E. Schools and Institutions of Learning;:

o The creation and oversight of Orthodox Catholic schools, academies,
seminaries, and other educational institutions under the blessing of the
Metropolitan, in which all instruction shall reflect fidelity to the
Orthodox Catholic faith and the ethos of the Italo-Greek tradition.

F. Evangelization and Public Witness:

o Educational efforts directed toward outreach, apologetics, and
engagement with society, ensuring that the Orthodox Catholic faith is
communicated clearly, intelligently, and lovingly to the world.

Section 3 - Archdiocesan Office of Christian Education

1. An Archdiocesan Office of Christian Education, Catechesis, and Formation shall
be established under the authority of the Metropolitan.

2. The Office shall coordinate and oversee all catechetical, educational, and
formation programs within the Archdiocese.



3. It shall assist dioceses, parishes, and monasteries in developing curricula, training
educators, and providing materials consistent with Orthodox Catholic doctrine
and the pastoral vision of the Archdiocese.

4. The Director of the Office shall be appointed by the Metropolitan and shall report
directly to him or his designated representative.

5. The Office may collaborate with theological faculties, seminaries, and other
Orthodox institutions to promote a unified and faithful approach to education.

Section 4 - Standards and Oversight

1. All catechetical and educational programs within the Archdiocese must conform
to the teachings of the Orthodox Church, the Holy Canons, and the directives of
the Metropolitan.

2. No parish, school, or institution may use unauthorized catechetical materials or
programs without prior approval from the Archdiocesan Office of Christian
Education, Catechesis, and Formation.

3. Teachers, catechists, and instructors shall be members of the Orthodox Catholic
Church in good standing, possessing the requisite moral, spiritual, and
professional qualifications.

4. Continuing education and formation opportunities shall be provided regularly for
clergy, religious educators, and lay leaders.
Section 5 - Formation of Catechumens and New Members
1. The reception of catechumens into the Orthodox Catholic Church shall be
conducted with reverence, discipline, and care, under the direction of the parish

priest and in conformity with Archdiocesan guidelines.

2. Catechumens shall receive systematic instruction in Scripture, Creed, Sacraments,
Liturgy, and the moral and spiritual life of the Church.

3. The period of catechesis shall be of sufficient length to ensure authentic conversion
and preparation for full participation in the sacramental life of the Church.

4. Parishes shall maintain records of catechumens and neophytes, reporting such
information annually to the Chancery.



Section 6 - Theological Education and Clergy Formation

1. The Archdiocese shall maintain or affiliate with seminaries, theological institutes,
and schools of ministry for the formation of clergy and lay servants.

2. All clergy candidates shall receive a sound education in theology, Scripture,
liturgy, Church history, pastoral theology, and the canons of the Church.

3. Ongoing pastoral formation and continuing education shall be required for clergy
throughout their ministry, fostering growth in spiritual life, scholarship, and
pastoral effectiveness.

4. Monastic communities, as centers of spiritual and theological life, shall also serve
as schools of prayer and formation for those seeking to live according to the
evangelical counsels.

Section 7 - Spiritual Formation and Integration

1. Christian education must always be integrated with the liturgical and sacramental
life of the Church. It finds its fulfillment not in academic attainment but in the
transformation of the human person by grace. Every educational effort within the
Archdiocese shall therefore aim at:

Deepening participation in the Holy Mysteries,

Fostering obedience to the Gospel and the commandments of Christ,
Cultivating a life of prayer, repentance, and service,

Promoting the unity of faith and life in the community of the Church.
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Section 8 - Final Exhortation

1. The Archdiocese, faithful to its ancient Italo-Greek heritage and the luminous
example of the Holy Fathers, Saints, and Teachers of the Church, regards the
ministry of Christian education and formation as a sacred trust. It is through sound
teaching and holy living that the faith is preserved, transmitted, and renewed in
every generation, “that Christ may be formed in us” (Galatians 4:19) and that the
light of the Orthodox faith may continue to shine upon all who seek the Truth.



ARTICLE XX
Seminaries and Houses of Clerical Formation

Preamble

From the apostolic age, the Church has entrusted the sacred ministry of priesthood and
diaconate to men who have been duly tested, instructed, and formed in faith, virtue, and
the life of the Spirit. In the Italo-Greek tradition, the formation of clergy has always been
profoundly shaped by monastic spirituality and the patristic ideal of the “spiritual
physician” — one who knows the Scriptures, practices prayer, and ministers as a healer
of souls.

The Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese of the Americas and Canada,
faithful to this sacred heritage, upholds the seminary and the house of clerical formation
as the heart of ecclesial life, where future clergy are molded through prayer, study,
obedience, and service. These institutions exist to cultivate servants of the altar who are
at once theologians, confessors, teachers, and shepherds after the image of the Good

Shepherd.
Section 1 - Purpose and Nature
1. The purpose of the seminaries and houses of clerical formation is to prepare
candidates for the Holy Priesthood and Diaconate through comprehensive

theological, liturgical, spiritual, and pastoral education.

2. These institutions form men who embody the Orthodox Catholic ethos — living
examples of humility, piety, and love for God’s people.

3. The formation of clergy is not merely academic but holistic, uniting spiritual
discipline, intellectual integrity, and pastoral compassion.

4. The seminary is an extension of the Archdiocese’s teaching ministry, operating
under the canonical oversight and blessing of the Metropolitan.

Section 2. - Governance and Oversight
1. All seminaries and houses of clerical formation within the Archdiocese shall

function under the direct authority of the Metropolitan, either personally or
through his appointed Archdiocesan Director of Clergy Formation.



2. The Metropolitan, with the counsel of the Archdiocesan Board of Theological
Education and Formation, shall approve all policies, curricula, and faculty
appointments.

3. The Seminary Rector or Dean of Formation shall be a priest or bishop in good
standing, appointed by the Metropolitan.

4. Each seminary or house of formation shall maintain a Spiritual Father and
Confessor, who provides ongoing guidance, confession, and discernment for
seminarians.

5. Regular reports concerning the progress, conduct, and readiness of seminarians
shall be submitted to the Metropolitan or his delegate.

Section 3 - Admission and Discernment

1. Admission to clerical formation requires discernment of a genuine vocation,
sound faith, moral integrity, emotional maturity, and the blessing of the
candidate’s bishop.

2. Each applicant must:

a. Undergo a thorough interview and evaluation process,

b. Write and submit an essay on what it means to be a priest or deacon of Jesus
Christ,

c. Write and submit an essay telling why he wants to be a priest or deacon in

the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church,

Submit the required academic, personal, and professional references,

Undergo a comprehensive personal and criminal background investigation,

Undergo a comprehensive psychological assessment and medical assessment

Approval by the Metropolitan or his appointed commission.
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3. Married candidates for Holy Orders must demonstrate a stable and holy family
life, with the consent and blessing of their spouse.

4. Monastic or celibate candidates must be firmly rooted in obedience and ascetic
discipline.



Section 4 - The Program of Formation

1. The program of clerical formation shall be fourfold — spiritual, academic,

pastoral, and liturgical — ensuring balance and integration in the development of
each candidate.

A. Spiritual Formation: Daily participation in Divine Liturgy and the Liturgy
of the Hours, regular confession, spiritual direction, fasting, the study of the
Fathers, and ascetical and apostolic works.

B. Academic Formation: Instruction in Holy Scripture, Dogmatic and Moral
Theology, Patristics, Liturgy, Church History, Canon Law, and Homiletics.

C. Pastoral Formation: Supervised ministry in parishes, hospitals, prisons, and
charitable institutions.

D. Liturgical Formation: Proficiency in the celebration and chanting of the
Divine Liturgy, the Hours, and all the services of the Church in both English,
Italian, and Greek.

Seminarians shall also receive training in pastoral counseling, administration,
preaching, and missionary work appropriate to contemporary pastoral needs.

The formation program shall include annual retreats, examinations, and
evaluations to discern readiness for ordination.

Section 5 - Faculty and Staff

1.

Faculty members shall be Orthodox Christians of sound faith, moral example, and
academic competence, appointed with the blessing of the Metropolitan.

Instructors are to be not only teachers of knowledge but also models of Orthodox
life and piety.

Visiting lecturers from other Orthodox Catholic jurisdictions or theological
institutions may be invited with the approval of the Metropolitan.

Administrative staff and residents shall observe the discipline, decorum, and ethos
proper to an ecclesiastical institution.



Section 6 - Discipline and Community Life

1.

Seminarians shall live according to the discipline of the Church and the internal
rule of their seminary or house of formation.

Conduct unworthy of the clerical calling, disobedience, or doctrinal deviation shall
be subject to correction or dismissal.

Life within the seminary community shall reflect brotherly love, mutual respect,
prayerful order, and sobriety of life.

The goal of all discipline is repentance, renewal, and growth in the likeness of
Christ.

Section 7 - Evaluation and Ordination

No candidate shall be ordained until the seminary or house of formation attests to
his maturity, competence, and readiness for ministry.

The final judgment concerning ordination rests solely with the Metropolitan, in
consultation with the seminary Rector and the candidate’s Spiritual Father.

The Metropolitan may defer or deny ordination when pastoral prudence or
canonical considerations warrant it.

Certificates of completion or theological degrees may be granted to qualified
students under the authority of the Archdiocese.

Section 8 - Continuing Formation of Clergy

1.

The duty of formation does not end with ordination; all clergy shall engage in
ongoing theological study, spiritual renewal, and pastoral education.

The Archdiocese shall provide annual clergy retreats, continuing education
programs, and pastoral workshops to ensure the continual growth of the clergy.

Monastic communities and experienced elders may assist in the spiritual renewal
and mentoring of clergy throughout their ministry.



Section 9 - Final Exhortation

The clergy of the Italo-Greek Orthodox Church are called to be “living icons of Christ the
High Priest,” mediators of divine grace, and shepherds of souls. The seminaries and
houses of clerical formation exist to form such men — learned in doctrine, pure in life,
steadfast in prayer, and aflame with pastoral love.

In them, the ancient spirit of the Mekurion and the Holy Valley lives on, nurturing a new
generation of holy pastors who will serve the Church faithfully in this age and the ages
to come.



ARTICLE XXI
Archdiocesan Schools and Institutions of Higher Learning

Preamble

The Church has ever regarded the pursuit of learning as a sacred trust and a form of
divine service. From the monastic schools of Calabria and Sicily to the scriptoria and
academies of Magna Graecia, the Italo-Greek Orthodox tradition has long united faith
with reason, prayer with study, and wisdom with holiness.

Knowledge, when illumined by grace, becomes a means of sanctification and a pathway
to the contemplation of God.

In this spirit, the Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese of the Americas
and Canada establishes and governs her schools and institutions of higher learning as
instruments for the intellectual, moral, and spiritual formation of her faithful, and as a
witness to the Orthodox Christian understanding of truth, beauty, and virtue.

Section 1 - Purpose and Mission

1. The purpose of Archdiocesan schools and institutions of higher learning is to
provide education that is authentically Orthodox in spirit, faithful to the Gospel,
and committed to the cultivation of wisdom, virtue, and service.

2. These institutions shall promote the integration of faith and knowledge, forming
students to think and act according to the mind of Christ and the holy Fathers.

3. Education in all its forms shall be understood as a ministry of the Church — an
extension of her mission to proclaim the truth and to sanctify human life in every
sphere.

4. The Archdiocese shall support the establishment of Orthodox Catholic academies,
schools, colleges, and institutes where both clergy and laity may pursue excellence
in sacred and secular learning, rooted in the Orthodox Catholic worldview.



Section 2 - Canonical Authority and Oversight

1.

All schools, academies, colleges, and educational institutions bearing the name or
patronage of the Archdiocese shall operate under the canonical authority of the
Metropolitan.

The Metropolitan shall approve the establishment, governance, and curricula of
such institutions, ensuring that their identity and mission remain fully consonant
with the Orthodox Catholic Faith.

The Metropolitan may delegate direct supervision to an Archdiocesan Board of
Education and Academic Affairs, which shall advise on policy, standards,
accreditation, and development.

Each institution shall maintain statutes and bylaws consistent with the norms of
the Archdiocese and subject to periodic review.

The right to confer degrees, certificates, or honors shall be exercised only with the
Metropolitan’s blessing and in accordance with civil and ecclesiastical law.

Section 3 - Administration and Governance

Each Archdiocesan school or institution shall be governed by a Board of Trustees,
whose composition and duties shall be defined in its statutes and approved by the
Metropolitan.

The head or president of the institution shall be appointed by the Metropolitan or
with his explicit blessing.

The administration shall ensure fidelity to the Orthodox Christian ethos in all
programs, publications, and policies.

Regular reports on institutional operations, finances, and academic progress shall
be submitted to the Archdiocesan Chancery.

The Archdiocese reserves the right to visit, inspect, and evaluate its institutions to
ensure compliance with canonical and educational standards.



Section 4 - Academic and Spiritual Life

1. Archdiocesan schools shall cultivate an environment that fosters both intellectual

inquiry and spiritual growth, seeing no division between faith and reason.

The daily rhythm of prayer, worship, and moral discipline shall form the
foundation of institutional life.

Faculty and students alike shall participate in the liturgical life of the Church and
in acts of charity, witness, and community service.

The curriculum shall promote knowledge of Orthodox theology, philosophy,
ethics, and culture, while engaging respectfully with the sciences, arts, and
humanities.

Interdisciplinary study, research, and dialogue shall be encouraged, provided they
remain faithful to Orthodox doctrine and moral teaching.

Section 5 - Faculty and Academic Standards

1.

Faculty and staff shall be Orthodox Christians of sound faith and moral life, or,
when appropriate, persons who respect and uphold the Orthodox ethos.

Instructors shall demonstrate both academic competence and personal integrity,
serving as mentors and examples to their students.

The Archdiocese encourages cooperation with other Orthodox Catholic
institutions of higher learning, and, where beneficial, with accredited non-
Orthodox Catholic institutions, provided such collaboration does not compromise
the Orthodox Catholic Faith or witness.

Standards for academic quality, research, and scholarship shall reflect both
excellence and fidelity to the mind of the Church.

Section 6 - Students and Community Life

1.

Students of Archdiocesan institutions shall be formed not only in knowledge but
in character, discipline, and devotion to God.

All students, regardless of background or academic pursuit, shall be taught the
principles of Orthodox Christian morality and spirituality.



3. Conduct unbecoming of the dignity of a Christian student shall be addressed with
pastoral care and appropriate discipline.

4. The institutions shall provide guidance, counseling, and pastoral care to promote
the spiritual and emotional well-being of all students.

Section 7 - Collaboration and Outreach

1. Archdiocesan institutions may enter into cooperative relationships with Orthodox
Catholic universities, seminaries, and research centers to promote theological
scholarship and pastoral training.

2. They may also participate in ecumenical or civic educational initiatives that serve
the common good, provided these do not conflict with Orthodox Catholic doctrine
or canonical integrity.

3. Institutions may publish scholarly and educational materials under ecclesiastical
supervision, contributing to the enrichment of Orthodox Catholic intellectual and
cultural life.

4. The Archdiocese encourages the establishment of research centers, libraries,
archives, and cultural programs that preserve and promote the Italo-Greek
Orthodox Catholic heritage.

Section 8 -Financial Stewardship and Support

1. All Archdiocesan schools and institutions shall maintain transparent financial
records, subject to regular audit and review by the Archdiocese.

2. Institutions may receive tuition, grants, and endowments, but shall ensure that all
funds are used in accordance with their stated mission and the moral principles of
the Church.

3. No financial arrangement shall compromise the ecclesiastical autonomy or
Orthodox Catholic identity of the institution.

4. The Archdiocese shall encourage benefactors, foundations, and faithful to support
educational institutions as a ministry of long-term spiritual and cultural
investment.



Section 9 - Final Exhortation

In all its educational endeavors, the Archdiocese affirms that true learning leads to the
knowledge of God and that every discipline, when rightly ordered, becomes a means of
glorifying Him who is the Source of all wisdom.

The schools and institutions of the Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese
of the Americas and Canada shall therefore stand as beacons of light and centers of holy
learning — forming minds and hearts in the truth of Christ and renewing the ancient
flame of Orthodox Catholic scholarship and sanctity in the New World.



ARTICLE XXII
Financial Administration, Stewardship, and Property

Section 1 - Purpose and Principles

1. The Archdiocese and its dioceses/eparchies, parishes, missions, and institutions
shall manage financial resources in a manner that is transparent, accountable, and
faithful to the Orthodox Catholic tradition of stewardship.

2. All financial administration shall serve the pastoral, liturgical, educational,
charitable, and missionary work of the Church, avoiding personal or partisan
interests.

3. Stewardship is a spiritual responsibility of clergy, monastics, and laity, reflecting
gratitude to God and care for the Church.

Section 2 - Archdiocesan Finances

1. The Archdiocesan Council, under the oversight of the Metropolitan, shall manage
the Archdiocese’s finances, including:

a. Collection and disbursement of funds for administration, programs, and
missions;

b. Investment, savings, and responsible allocation of resources;

c. Financial reporting and auditing;

d. Oversight of contributions, bequests, and other income sources.

2. The Treasurer and Chancery staff shall maintain accurate records, providing
reports to the Metropolitan, Metropolitan Council, and Provincial Council.
Section 3 - Diocesan and Parish Finances

1. Dioceses/Eparchies and parishes shall maintain separate financial accounts for
operational and charitable activities.

2. Parish Finance Councils, under the guidance of the rector and diocesan bishop,
shall oversee:



Preparation of annual budgets and financial statements;

Management of donations, tithes, and special collections;

Funding for pastoral, liturgical, educational, and charitable programs;
Compliance with Archdiocesan financial policies and canonical norms.
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3. Dioceses/Eparchies shall submit annual financial reports to the Archdiocesan

Finance Council, the Metropolitan Council, the Holy Eparchial Synod of Bishops,
and the Metropolitan.

Section 4 - Stewardship and Contributions

1.

The faithful are encouraged to practice generous and responsible stewardship,
supporting the Church’s mission through regular contributions, volunteer service,
and charitable giving.

Stewardship programs shall be organized at parish, diocesan, and Archdiocesan
levels, promoting transparency, accountability, and pastoral engagement.

Donations earmarked for specific purposes shall be used solely for those purposes,
with proper records maintained.

Section 5 - Property Ownership and Administration

1.

Church property, including real estate, buildings, and movable assets, shall be
canonically owned by the Archdiocese or its dioceses/eparchies, subject to
oversight and approval of the Metropolitan and the Metropolitan Council.

Acquisition, sale, or encumbrance of property shall require:

a. The recommendation of the Parish Council or diocesan body;

b. Approval of the diocesan bishop;

c. Final authorization by the Metropolitan and, when applicable, the
Archdiocesan Council.

Property shall be maintained responsibly, ensuring safety, functionality, and
alignment with the Church’s mission.



Section 6 - Audits and Accountability

1.

The Archdiocese shall conduct regular audits of Archdiocesan, diocesan, and
parish financial records, performed by qualified personnel.

Audits shall ensure compliance with canonical, civil, and Archdiocesan
requirements, providing recommendations for improvement.

Financial transparency shall be upheld by reporting results to the Provincial
Council, Holy Eparchial Synod, and faithful, fostering trust and accountability.

Section 7 - Use of Funds

Funds collected and managed by the Archdiocese, dioceses, and parishes shall be
used exclusively for:

Pastoral care, liturgical services, and sacramental life;
Education, seminaries, and catechetical programs;
Charitable outreach, social services, and humanitarian aid;
Maintenance of Church property and institutions;
Missionary work, evangelization, and cultural programs.

oo o

Misappropriation or misuse of funds shall be subject to canonical review,
disciplinary action, and civil accountability where applicable.

Section 8 - Collaboration and Oversight

1.

Clergy, monastics, and laity shall cooperate in financial stewardship, ensuring
proper use and reporting of resources.

The Metropolitan Council shall provide guidance and oversight to
dioceses/eparchies and parishes, assisting in budget preparation, audits, and
financial planning.

The Metropolitan and Holy Eparchial Synod retains the right to review financial
matters to protect the canonical, pastoral, and charitable mission of the
Archdiocese.



ARTICLE XXIII
Sexual Misconduct, Abuse, and Harassment
Review and Advisory Board

Section 1 - Purpose

1. The Sexual Misconduct, Abuse, and Harassment Review and Advisory Board

(hereafter, the Board) is established as an independent oversight body to provide
checks and balances regarding the Archdiocese’s handling of allegations of sexual
misconduct, abuse, and harassment.

. The Board serves to ensure accountability, transparency, and compliance with all
Archdiocesan policies, procedures, and civil laws pertaining to sexual misconduct,
abuse, and harassment.

Section 2 - Composition and Appointment

1. The Board shall consist of no fewer than five (5) and no more than nine (9)

members, selected for their expertise in law, ethics, counseling, child protection,
and related fields.

. Members shall be appointed solely by the Metropolitan but shall exercise their
duties independently and without oversight from the Metropolitan, the Holy
Eparchial Synod, the Metropolitan Council, or any diocesan authority.

. Members shall serve staggered terms, renewable upon evaluation, to ensure
continuity and expertise.

. No member may hold a position in the Archdiocesan Curia, Synod, or diocesan
administration while serving on the Board.

Section 3 - Functions and Responsibilities

1. The Board shall:

a. Review the policies, procedures, and practices of the Archdiocesan Office for
the Review of Sexual Misconduct Allegations;
b. Provide recommendations to ensure compliance with civil and canonical law;



c. Monitor implementation of Archdiocesan policies and procedures;
d. Submit independent reports to the Metropolitan regarding Archdiocesan
compliance, systemic risks, or gaps in policy.

2. The Board may request access to records, reports, and materials necessary to
perform its oversight functions, subject to confidentiality and canonical norms.

3. The Board shall maintain confidentiality, ensuring the protection of victims, the
accused, and due process.

Section 4 - Independence and Accountability

1. The Board shall exercise its authority independently of the Metropolitan and all
other Archdiocesan entities, ensuring impartiality and objectivity.

2. The Board reports its findings directly to the Metropolitan, who shall acknowledge
receipt but shall not interfere with the Board’s deliberations, recommendations, or
determinations.

3. Members may communicate with the Holy Eparchial Synod, Metropolitan
Council, or civil authorities as appropriate, without prior approval, in matters
relating to systemic compliance or safety.



ARTICLE XXIV
Office for the Review of Sexual Misconduct Allegations

Section 1 - Purpose

1. The Office for the Review of Sexual Misconduct Allegations (hereafter, the Office)
is established as a component of the Archdiocesan Curia to receive, investigate,
and manage allegations of sexual misconduct, abuse, and harassment.

2. The Office serves the Archdiocese by ensuring prompt, impartial, and canonical
investigation of allegations while safeguarding victims and respecting due process
for the accused.

Section 2 - Authority and Governance

1. The Office operates under the direct authority of the Chancellor of the
Archdiocese, who reports to the Metropolitan and Holy Eparchial Synod.

2. The Office shall:

a. Receive and document allegations of sexual misconduct, abuse, or
harassment;

b. Conduct or oversee investigations, in coordination with civil authorities,
where required by law;

c. Maintain records of investigations, findings, and actions taken;

d. Implement Archdiocesan policies regarding prevention, reporting, and
response to misconduct.

Section 3 - Procedures and Responsibilities

1. The Office shall ensure that all complaints are handled with confidentiality,
pastoral sensitivity, and legal compliance.

2. Responsibilities include:
a. Initial assessment of complaints for credibility and urgency;

b. Coordination with law enforcement or child protection authorities where
mandated;



c. Implementation of preventive measures, including suspension,
monitoring, or reassignment of clergy or personnel under investigation;

d. Reporting findings to the Metropolitan, Chancellor, and the independent
Review and Advisory Board for oversight purposes.

Section 4 - Staffing and Expertise

1. The Office shall be staffed by professionals trained in canonical, pastoral, and civil
investigative procedures, including counselors, legal advisors, and administrative
personnel.

2. Staff shall receive ongoing training in safeguarding, victim advocacy, and
compliance with Archdiocesan and civil regulations.

3. Staff members may collaborate with parish, diocesan/eparchial, or monastic
authorities, but all investigative authority resides with the Office of Ethical
Standards, Investigations, and Compliance.

Section 5 - Reporting and Accountability

1. The Office shall provide periodic reports to the Chancellor, the Metropolitan, and
the independent Board regarding;:

a. Number and nature of allegations,
b. Status and outcomes of investigations;
c. Compliance with Archdiocesan policies, procedures, and civil law.

2. The Office shall implement corrective or preventive measures based on findings,
while ensuring pastoral care and canonical discipline.



ARTICLE XXV
Communications, Publications, and Media

Section 1 - Purpose and Principles

1. Communications, publications, and media serve the mission, teaching, and

witness of the Church, providing information, education, and pastoral guidance
to the faithful and the wider public.

All communications shall uphold Orthodox Catholic Faith, canonical integrity,
and pastoral sensitivity, reflecting the teachings and spiritual authority of the
Archdiocese.

Communications are intended to strengthen unity, promote transparency, and
support evangelization, avoiding scandal, division, or misrepresentation.

Section 2 - Archdiocesan Communications Office

The Archdiocese shall maintain a Communications Office within the Chancery,
reporting to the Metropolitan and Metropolitan Council.

The Communications Office shall be responsible for:

a. Managing official statements, press releases, and announcements;
b. Coordinating public relations and media engagement;

c. Supervising publications, websites, and digital media;

d. Supporting diocesan and parish communications initiatives.

The Communications Director shall be appointed by the Metropolitan, in
consultation with the Metropolitan Council, and shall possess familiarity with
Orthodox Catholic teaching, media practices, and canonical responsibilities.

Section 3 - Official Publications

1. All official Archdiocesan publications, including newsletters, journals, and

periodicals, shall:

a. Uphold orthodox doctrine, pastoral guidance, and canonical norms;
b. Be approved by the Metropolitan or a designated canonical authority;



c. Accurately reflect the decisions of the Metropolitan, Holy Eparchial Synod,
and Provincial Council..

2. Publications shall provide resources for catechesis, education, liturgy, and

spiritual formation for clergy, monastics, and laity.

Section 4 - Digital and Social Media

1.

The Archdiocese shall maintain a digital presence, including websites, social
media accounts, and electronic communications, to disseminate information,
teaching, and announcements.

Digital content shall be:

a. Consistent with Orthodox doctrine, liturgical norms, and canonical
authority;

b. Reviewed and approved by the Communications Office before publication;

c. Free from partisan, scandalous, or misleading material.

Clergy, monastics, and laity representing the Archdiocese online shall adhere to
ethical and canonical standards, promoting unity and pastoral witness.

Section 5 - Parishes, Missions, and Diocesan Media

Parishes, missions, and dioceses may maintain local communications channels,
including bulletins, websites, and social media, under the supervision of the
diocesan bishop.

Local media shall:

a. Align with Archdiocesan communications policy;

b. Promote catechesis, pastoral guidance, and community engagement;

c. Avoid content contrary to Orthodox Catholic teaching or canonical
authority.

The Archdiocesan Communications Office shall provide guidance, training, and
oversight to ensure compliance and quality of content.

Section 6 - Transparency and Accountability



1. Communications shall reflect the decisions, programs, and initiatives of the
Archdiocese in a timely and accurate manner.

2. Records of official communications, publications, and media content shall be
maintained by the Communications Office for archival, canonical, and legal
purposes.

3. Misuse of communications channels to spread false information, scandal, or
divisive content shall be subject to canonical review and corrective action.

Section 7 - Collaboration with Clergy, Monastics, and Laity

1. Clergy, monastics, and laity are encouraged to contribute positively to
communications, including articles, catechetical resources, and spiritual
reflections, under supervision.

2. Collaboration shall maintain unity, pastoral integrity, and adherence to canonical
authority, avoiding individual or partisan initiatives that may undermine the
Church’s witness.

3. The Metropolitan, in consultation with the Metropolitan Council, may authorize
special communications initiatives to support education, evangelization, and
pastoral outreach.



ARTICLE XXVI
Amendments, Statutory Review, and Ratification Procedure

Section 1 - Purpose

1. The Statutes of the Archdiocese serve as the canonical, administrative, and
pastoral framework governing its faithful, clergy, monastics, parishes, dioceses,
and institutions.

2. Amendments may be necessary to ensure the effective governance, canonical
fidelity, pastoral relevance, and legal compliance of the Archdiocese.

3. All revisions shall respect the Holy Canons, Orthodox Catholic tradition, and
conciliar principles, preserving the unity and mission of the Church.
Section 2 - Proposal of Amendments

1. Amendments to the Statutes may be proposed by:

a. The Metropolitan, acting in consultation with the Holy Eparchial Synod;

b. A diocesan bishop, with a written recommendation to the Synod;

c. The Provincial Council, by a formal resolution supported by a majority of
members.

2. Proposed amendments shall be submitted in writing, clearly stating the text to be
amended, the rationale, and the canonical or pastoral basis.
Section 3 - Review and Consideration

1. Proposed amendments shall be reviewed by the Holy Eparchial Synod, which
may:

a. Approve the amendment as submitted;
b. Modify the amendment for canonical or pastoral conformity;
c. Recommend further study or consultation before approval.



2. The Synod shall ensure that amendments:

a. Uphold the Orthodox Catholic Faith and canonical integrity;
b. Preserve the pastoral mission and unity of the Archdiocese;
c. Comply with civil and canonical legal requirements.

Section 4 - Ratification Process

1.

Amendments approved by the Holy Eparchial Synod shall be presented to the
Provincial Council for ratification.

Ratification requires a two-thirds majority of the Council members present and
voting, unless otherwise specified by Synodal resolution.

Upon ratification, amendments become canonically binding and incorporated into
the Statutes of the Archdiocese.

Section 5 - Publication and Notification

1.

Ratified amendments shall be formally published in official Archdiocesan
channels, including:

a. The Archdiocesan Registry;
b. Official publications and communications;
c. Notification to dioceses, parishes, and missions.

The Metropolitan and Chancery shall ensure that all clergy, monastics, and laity
are informed of amendments and their implications for canonical, pastoral, and
administrative practice.

Section 6 - Periodic Review

1.

The Archdiocesan Statutes shall be reviewed periodically, at intervals determined
by the Holy Eparchial Synod, to ensure:

a. Alignment with evolving pastoral, canonical, and societal needs
b. Compliance with civil and ecclesiastical law;
c. Fidelity to Orthodox doctrine, liturgy, and tradition.



2. The Synod may establish a Statutes Review Commission, including clergy,
monastics, and laity, to study, recommend, and draft proposed amendments for
consideration.

Section 7 - Preservation of Canonical Authority

1. No amendment may contravene the Holy Canons, conciliar authority, or the
hierarchical prerogatives of the Metropolitan.

2. Amendments must safeguard the unity, doctrinal integrity, and pastoral mission
of the Archdiocese, ensuring that canonical and conciliar governance remain
paramount.

3. The Metropolitan and Holy Eparchial Synod retains the right to interpret, guide,
or suspend implementation of amendments in cases of dispute or canonical
concern, pending final resolution.



