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Decree of promulgation 

 

 

As the Primate of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church and the Metropolitan of 
the Americas and Canada of the Italo-Greeks, I decree that this “Archdiocesan Policy on the 
”Funeral Rites for Priests and Deacons of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church”, 
originally published and adopted on May 6, 2010, and revised and updated on October 15, 2025, 
is hereby promulgated as particular law and policy for the Archdiocese, effective immediately.  
 
The previous “Archdiocesan Policy on the Funeral Rites for Priests and Deacons of the Italo-
Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church,” enacted on May 6, 2010, and currently in effect 
throughout the Archdiocese, is hereby abrogated and replaced by this present Policy. 
 
Given at the Chancery of the Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese of the 
Americas and Canada in the God-protected City of Utica in the State of New York on this 15th 
day of October (the 2nd according to the Julian Calendar) in the Year of Our Lord 2025. 
 
 

 
Most Reverend Archbishop STEPHEN 

Metropolitan of the Americas and Canada of the Italo-Greeks 
Bishop of Utica 

Primate of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox catholic Church 

 

 
 
 

 



  

 
Archdiocesan Policy for the Funeral Rites 

of Priests and Deacons of the  
Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church 

 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Every member of the Christian faithful has a right to a Funeral Divine Liturgy or Funeral 
Service. This right is established in Baptism and the promise of God’s merciful salvation won 
for us in Jesus Christ. 
 
The funeral rites of the Church ask spiritual assistance for the departed, honor their bodies as 
temples of the Holy Spirit, and bring the solace of hope to the living. 
 
 
SECTION 1 - GENERAL NORMS 
 

1. The Metropolitan rightly oversees the celebration of funeral rites, which are conducted 
in parishes, missions, and communities of the Italo-Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of the 
Americas and Canada.  
 

2. The Metropolitan reserves the right to make policy exceptions or final decisions 
regarding all funeral arrangements for a deceased priest or deacon, especially those who 
are not in good standing with him. 
 

3. The funeral rites for deceased priests and deacons are to follow the Code of Canon Law, 
the norms of liturgical law, and the regulations and norms of the Italo-Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of the Americas and Canada. 
 

4. If any of the funeral rites of a priest or deacon of the Archdiocese are contrary to any of 
the foregoing, the Metropolitan may limit or deny approbation of even use of any 
Archdiocesan church, chapel, or other facility for the proposed funeral rites. In addition, 
the Metropolitan may deny outright all funeral rites for a deceased priest or deacon if 
such would be a cause of scandal to the Church and/or the faithful. 
 

5. In the case of a priest or deacon who has lost the clerical state, it is the responsibility of 
the Church to ensure that such priest or deacon is afforded funeral rites in accordance 
with established Archdiocesan norms. These norms require, however, that the funeral 
rites for a priest or deacon who has lost the clerical state be different from those 
celebrated for one who has merely been restricted in the public exercise of his priestly or 
diaconal ministry. 
 



  

6. Given the special witness to evangelical poverty associated with his ordination, funeral 
rites for a deceased priest or deacon not only should reflect Christian values but should 
also bear witness to simplicity. 
 

7. The management of bequests, legacies, or memorial gifts made by the deceased to the 
Archdiocese shall be the responsibility of the Metropolitan’s Special Assistant for Clergy 
Bequests and Memorial Gifts. Such gifts shall also be monitored and overseen by the 
College of Consulters. If such gifts are specifically entrusted to the Metropolitan for 
distribution and use at his discretion, then the use and distribution of such bequests and 
memorial gifts need only be reported by the Metropolitan to the College of Consultors. If 
a bequest, legacy or memorial gift is left personally to the Metropolitan by a deceased 
priest or deacon, the Metropolitan is not required to disclose the receipt or use of the gift 
to the Church. However, there is nothing precluding the Metropolitan from giving to the 
Church a gift he has received from a deceased priest or deacon and doing so in his own 
name or anonymously. 

 
 
SECTION 2 - ANTICIPATION 
 

1. As soon as possible after their ordination, priests and deacons are to provide for 
inclusion in their personal file at the Chancery Office written documentation regarding 
matters associated with their funeral rites. Included in the priest’s and deacon’s funeral 
plans are the provisions for the liturgical funeral rites of the Church, which must be 
celebrated in their entirety so long as the priest or deacon is not under ecclesiastical or 
canonical penalty or censure. Other expressed wishes of the cleric may be identified, and 
eventually those of the family, are to be followed to the extent permitted by liturgical 
norms and the stipulations of this policy. 
 

2. The longstanding practice of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church 
requires that the bodies of her deceased priests and deacons be brought to the parish 
church in which they served to lie in state and in which the appropriate funeral rites will 
be celebrated. These include the Rite of Reception into the Church, the All-Night Vigil 
for a Deceased Priest or Deacon, the Funeral Service, and the Divine Liturgy of Christian 
Burial. These Rites are to be celebrated in their entirety. 
 

3. Unless married, the location of the priest’s or deacon’s Last Will and Testament – as well 
as the name of any executor – is to be included in the cleric’s personal file at the 
Chancery Office. Priests and deacons are responsible for keeping this documentation 
current. 

 
 
SECTION 3 - FUNERAL EXPENSES 
 

1. Provided that the priest or deacon is in good standing with the Diocesan Bishop at the 
time of his death, the Archdiocese will pay all the funeral expenses of the deceased 
cleric, including casket, funeral home expenses, grave purchase, grave opening and 
closing costs, and grave marker in the amounts for each expenditure approved by the 



  

Metropolitan Council of the Archdiocese. If the cleric chooses entombment in a crypt 
rather than in-ground burial, then he must personally assume the cost of the purchase of 
the crypt; all costs related to the entombment must be borne by the cleric, or the cleric’s 
family. 
 

2. If a priest or deacon is not in good standing with the Bishop or is under canonical 
censure or penalty at the time of his death, the Bishop will personally determine if the 
funeral expenses of the deceased cleric are to be paid by the Archdiocese. If the censured 
cleric has lived a life of quietude and penance and has not defamed or spoken against 
the Bishop, the Archdiocese, or the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church, the 
Bishop may approve payment by the Archdiocese of the censured cleric’s funeral 
expenses. 

 
 
SECTION 4 - DEATH NOTIFICATION 
 

1. Upon receiving notification of the death of a priest or deacon of the Archdiocese, the 
Bishop or Vicar General will charge the Episcopal Vicar for Clergy to appoint a priest to 
represent the Archdiocese to the executor of the priest’s or deacon’s Last Will and 
Testament and/or the family of the deceased cleric the needs and requirements of the 
Archdiocesan Church regarding arrangements for the funeral rites and 
burial/entombment. 

 
 
SECTION 5 - LOCATION 
 

1. By their very nature, the Church’s funeral rites are public events which engage the 
faithful in their celebration. The Italo-Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of the Americas and 
Canada forbids the private celebration of liturgical funeral rites for any of its clergy. All 
funeral rites and services for priests and deacons in good standing are to be conducted 
in the parish church in which they served prior to or at the time of their death. Priests 
under censure may be buried from any parish of the Archdiocese but it is preferred that 
they be buried from the parish of their last assignment. 

 
 
SECTION 6 - CELEBRANT OF THE FUNERAL RITES 
 

1. The Bishop shall be the principal celebrant at the funeral rites of all priests in good 
standing with him. He may choose to be the principal celebrant of the funeral rites for a 
deacon, but in all cases, provided his episcopal schedule permits it, he shall at least be 
present. For the funeral and burial rites of those priests and deacons who are not in good 
standing with him, he will be present and may preside out of charity. 

 
 
 
 
 



  

SECTION 7 - CONCELEBRATION 
 

1. Any priest in good standing is encouraged to concelebrate (vested) at the Vigil Service 
for a Deceased Priest, the Funeral Service, and the Divine Liturgy of Christian Burial. It 
is laudable that deacons (vested) participate in the funeral rites and services of a 
deceased brother deacon. 

 
 
SECTION 8 - HOMILY 
 

1. The Bishop may preach the Homily at the Vigil Service for a deceased Priest and shall 
preach the Homily at the Divine Liturgy of Christian Burial. If the Bishop chooses not to 
preach at the Vigil Service, then the Episcopal Vicar for Clergy or another priest 
appointed by the Bishop may preach the homily at the Vigil Service. 
 

2. At the Vigil Service of a Deceased Deacon, the Bishop will appoint the Episcopal Vicar 
for Clergy, the President of the Deacons’ Council, or another Deacon to preach the 
homily at the Vigil Service. If the Bishop is the celebrant at the Divine Liturgy of 
Christian Burial for a Deacon, then he shall preach the homily, or he may appoint 
another priest to do so. 
 

3. Recognizing that the Church does not eulogize the deceased in her funeral rites, the 
focus of the homily is to be the redemption of the deceased by Jesus Christ, the Risen 
Lord, who has gained for us in God’s mercy, the gift of eternal life. 

 
 
SECTION 9 - EULOGIES AND PERSONAL REFLECTIONS 
 

1. Eulogies and personal reflections are not permitted at the Vigil Service, Funeral Service, 
or Divine Liturgy of Christian Burial of either priests or deacons. 

 
 
SECTION 10 - PALLBEARERS 
 

1. Unless the deceased has identified in some written manner, or the family or executor has 
identified them, the pallbearers of a deceased priest or deacon shall be selected by the 
Bishop’s representative from among the deceased’s fellow priests or deacons. 
 

2. Regarding the funeral of priests, the Bishop may alternatively appoint the Mourning 
Guard of the St, Joseph of Arimathea Society to serve as pallbearers. 
 

3. For the funeral of deacons, if the family has not selected pallbearers or if the deceased 
deacon’s fellow deacons are not serving as pallbearers, then the Mourning Guard of the 
St. Joseph of Arimathea Society is to serve as pallbearers. 
 



  

4. Members of the Mourning Guard of the St. Joseph of Arimathea Society, with the 
blessing of the Bishop, may serve as pallbearers at the funerals of deceased clergy whose 
ministry was restricted or who have been removed from the clerical state. 

 
 
SECTION 11 - HONOR GUARD 
 

1. For the funeral rites and services of a deceased priest, the Bishop shall charge the 
Sovereign Military Order of Christ the King to arrange for a contingent of the Order to 
serve as an honor guard during the funeral rites and services of a deceased priest. 
 

2. For the funeral rites and services of a deacon, the Mourning Guard of the St. Joseph of 
Arimathea Society may stand as an honor guard.  
 

3. There is no honor guard for priests or deacons whose ministry was restricted or who 
have been removed from the clerical state.  

 
 
SECTION 12 - BURIAL ATTIRE 
 

1. A priest is to be buried in liturgical vestments, namely a phelonion, epitrachelion, zone, 
epimakikia, and sticharion. If he had the right to wear the epigonation, then that shall be 
put on him as well. The color of the vestments is to be either white or gold. If he had the 
right to wear a pectoral cross, he shall be buried with the cross upon him. In the priest’s 
hand shall be placed a blessing cross, and the Book of the Holy Gospels shall be placed 
on his chest for veneration by the faithful. The blessing cross and the Book of the 
Gospels shall be buried with the priest. 
 

2. A deacon is buried in a sticharion (dalmatic), epimanikia, and orarion according to his 
rank. The color of the vestments shall be either white or gold. A deacon is buried with a 
censer in his right hand. 
 

3. A priest or deacon whose ministry was restricted at the time of death is to be buried in 
liturgical vestments according to his rank. 
 

4. Priests or deacons removed from the clerical state are to be buried in civilian clothes. 
 
 
SECTION 13 - PUBLIC VIEWING 
 

1. Public viewing is to take place in a manner and place determined by the Bishop and the 
status of the priest or deacon at the time of his death. 
 

2. Public viewing for a priest in good standing is always to be in the parish church in 
which he last served. The Bishop may, however, give his blessing for public viewing and 
the funeral service to be at another church in addition to the parish in which the priest 
last served. 



  

3. Public viewing for a priest removed from active ministry will normally be held in a 
funeral home. however, the Bishop, out of charity and as long as it does not give rise to 
public scandal, may give his permission and blessing for the public viewing of a priest 
removed from active ministry to be held in a church. In such circumstances, viewing and 
the funeral service may only take place in one church. 
 

4. A priest who was removed from active ministry and whose pastoral assignment was the 
Cathedral shall not be entitled to have a public or private viewing in the Cathedral. 
 

5. Public viewing for a priest removed from the clerical state is to be held in a funeral 
home. No priest removed from the clerical state is permitted to lie in state or have a 
public viewing in any church or chapel of the Archdiocese. This does not preclude the 
celebration of the Vigil Service for the Dead. 
 

6. Public viewing for a deacon in good standing shall always be in the church in which he 
last served. The body of a deceased deacon may not be brought to another church for 
additional viewing and funeral service. 
 

7. If the body of a deceased deacon is to be buried in another city other than the city in 
which the viewing and funeral service took place, then it is to be taken directly to the 
cemetery, where a Trisagion Service will be offered immediately before committal. There 
may not be another viewing or funeral service in church before burial or entombment. 
 

8. Public viewing for a deacon removed from active ministry will normally be held in a 
funeral home. however, the Bishop, out of charity and as long as it does not give rise to 
public scandal, may give his permission and blessing for the public viewing of a deacon 
removed from active ministry to be held in a church. 
 

9. Public viewing for a deacon removed from the clerical state will be held in a funeral 
home. No deacon removed from the clerical state is permitted to have a public viewing 
in any church or chapel of the Archdiocese. This does not preclude the celebration of the 
Vigil Service for the Dead. 

 
 
SECTION 14 - DISPOSITION 
 

1. The disposition of the remains of a deceased priest or deacon is carried out in 
accordance with established Archdiocesan policies, procedures, and norms. It is 
expressly forbidden that the remains of a deceased priest or deacon, even one not in 
good standing with the Bishop or Archdiocese, be cremated.  
 

2. The Archdiocese will assume the costs of burial in either a cemetery close to where the 
deceased priest or deacon last resided or in the clergy section of the Archdiocesan 
cemetery. If a priest or deacon chooses to be entombed, then the cost of the crypt and all 
related opening/closing costs are to be borne by the estate or family of the deceased. 
With the blessing of the bishop, deceased priests or deacons in good standing may be 
entombed in a crypt in the Archdiocesan cathedral at no charge. 



  

 
 
SECTION 15 - GRAVE MARKER 
 

1. The wording on the headstone or a crypt frontispiece of a priest is to identify him as 
“Reverend Priest (First Name and Last Name), or “Very Reverend Archpriest (First 
Name and Last Name), or “Very Reverend Protopresbyter (First Name and Last Name). 
Deacons are to be identified as “Reverend Deacon (First Name and Last Name)”, or 
Reverend Archdeacon (First Name and Last Name), or Reverend Protodeacon (First 
Name and Last Name). 

 
 
SECTION 16 - PUBLISHED REFERENCE 
 

1. Reference to a deceased priest originating from the Archdiocese for broadcast or 
publication, shall identify the priest as “the Reverend Priest (First Name and Last Name) 
or “the Very Reverend Archpriest (First Name and Last Name), or “the Very Reverend 
Protopresbyter (First Name and Last Name). In each instance, the parish name is to 
follow. For example: “the Very Reverend Archpriest John Smith of (Church Name) in 
(City Name) reposed in the Lord (or “fell asleep in the Lord) on (Day, Date,). In every 
instance, public announcements are to use Orthodox terminology. 

 
 
SECTION 17 - FUNERAL RITES AND SERVICES FOR PRIESTS AND DEACONS WHO 
HAVE BEEN REMOVED FROM ACTIVE MINISTRY OR WHO HAVE BEEN REMOVED 
FROM THE CLERICAL STATE. 
 

1. In the case of priests and deacons who have been removed from active ministry for 
disciplinary reasons or who have been removed from clerical state, it is to be noted that 
the canonically protected right to the funeral rites of the Orthodox Catholic Church, 
including the Divine Liturgy cannot be denied to a member of the faithful who has 
given some sign of repentance before his death. If repentance and associated obedience 
to his instruction have not been made manifest to his satisfaction, the Bishop may 
determine that the public celebration of funeral rites for a non-repentant priest or deacon 
would cause scandal and deny the public celebration of the rites or provide a special 
context for their celebration. 
 

2. The Church properly should conduct the funeral rites of one who publicly has lost the 
clerical state in a manner different from those celebrated for one who has been restricted 
in the public exercise of his priestly or diaconal ministry. 
 

3. If he has been removed from active ministry or even has lost the clerical state by a 
formal act of the Church, a priest or deacon retains his sacramental identity as an 
ordained priest or deacon. 
 

4. While the Church must manifest compassion and proper sensitivity to the victims of 
abuse or any other sanctionable moral infraction, the sacramental identity of the priest 



  

or deacon cannot be denied, nor a pretense made that the offending priest’s or deacon’s 
sinfulness is not a part of the actual history of the Church. 
 

5. If the deceased priest or deacon was removed from active ministry, special liturgical 
arrangements are laudable, which add a penitential nuance to the celebration of the 
funeral rites. These may include special prayers for the survivors of abuse in the 
Litanies, the addition of a special Litany of Repentance, and the use of black or purple 
vestments. 
 

6. If a deceased priest or deacon lost the clerical state, the funeral rites and services may 
not be celebrated in the Cathedral Church, even if requested in the documentation 
provided by the deceased priest or deacon, and even if it was his parish of residence. 
 

7. Arrangements for funeral rites for one who has lost the clerical state must follow 
liturgical norms and the reasonable application of this policy statement. In these 
instances, arrangements for funeral rites are to be reviewed and approved by the Bishop 
before they are publicized. 
 

8. If the priest or deacon was removed from active ministry, the homily should 
acknowledge in some recognizable manner the harm he has done to the survivors of his 
abusive actions and emphasize the need of all God’s people for love and mercy. 
 

9. If the priest or deacon was removed from active ministry, the reflection must include 
acknowledgment of the harm done by the deceased and a sincere apology given to his 
victims. 
 

10. An honor guard is not to be engaged if the deceased priest or deacon was removed from 
active ministry or if he lost the clerical state. 
 

11. If the priest or deacon was removed from active ministry, he may, with the blessing of 
the Bishop, be buried in liturgical vestments according to the rank he held while he was 
alive. 
 

12. If the priest or deacon lost the clerical state, he may not be buried in liturgical vestments 
or any clerical attire. 
 

13. If the priest or deacon has lost the clerical state, there is to be no public viewing in a 
church in association with the funeral rites. Arrangements for a public viewing may be 
made for a different time and place with the proviso that such public or private viewing 
may not take place in any church or chapel of the Archdiocese. 
 

14. A priest or deacon who has lost the clerical state may not be interred or entombed in the 
clergy section of the Archdiocesan cemetery (Holy Sepulcher Madonna Garden). 
 

15. If a priest or deacon was removed from active ministry, only the title “Reverend” is to be 
used, regardless of the documentation provided by the deceased or the wishes of the 



  

family. If the priest or deacon has lost the clerical state, no ecclesiastical title may be 
used. 
 

16. If a priest was removed from active ministry, reference to him is to be made by use of 
the title “Reverend,” but not “Father”. In releases originating with the Archdiocese, in 
addition to whatever else is written, proper sensitivity is to be made in relation to his 
moral error. If the individual lost the clerical state, no ecclesiastical title may be used. 
 

17. If the deceased is a deacon who was removed from active ministry, reference is to be 
made by use of his known (baptismal) name with no clerical title. In addition to 
whatever else is written or said, acknowledgement is to be made in relation to his moral 
error. If the individual lost the clerical state, no ecclesiastical title may be used. 

 
 
SECTION 18 - CLOSING DECLARATION 
 
All other Archdiocesan policies, instructions, and norms regarding funeral rites for priests and 
deacons notwithstanding. 
 
 
Given at the Chancery of the Archdiocese this 6th Day of May, the Feast of Our Lady of the Life-
giving Spring, in the Year of Our Lord, Two Thousand and Ten, and made effective as of this 
date by my signature and seal. 
 
 

+Archbishop Stephen 
Most Reverend Archbishop Stephen 
Metropolitan of the Americas and Canada of the Italo-Greeks 
Bishop of Utica 
Primate of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church 
 
 

        


