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Decree of promulgation 

 

 

As the Primate of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox Catholic Church and the 
Metropolitan of the Americas and Canada of the Italo-Greeks, I decree that this 
“Archdiocesan Policy on Anonymous Gifts”, originally published and adopted on August 
2, 2016, and revised and updated on October 10, 2025, is hereby promulgated as particular 
law and policy for the Archdiocese, effective immediately.  
 
The previous “Policy of Anonymous Gift Acceptance” enacted on August 2, 2016, and 
currently in effect throughout the Archdiocese, is hereby abrogated and replaced by this 
present Policy. 
 
Given at the Chancery of the Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese of the 
Americas and Canada in the God-protected City of Utica in the State of New York on this 
10th day of October (the 27th of September according to the Julian Calendar) in the Year of 
Our Lord 2025. 
 
 

 
Most Reverend Archbishop STEPHEN 

Metropolitan of the Americas and Canada of the Italo-Greeks 
Bishop of Utica 

Primate of the Italo-Greek Byzantine Orthodox catholic Church 

 

 
 
 



 

Archdiocesan Policy on Anonymous Donations 
Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese of the Americas and Canada 
 
 
Preamble 
 
The Church of Christ values the generosity of the faithful, whether expressed openly or 
in secret. The Gospel commends those who give “in secret” (Matthew 6:3–4), for such 
giving reflects humility and the pure intent of the heart. 
 
At the same time, the Church has a sacred obligation to account for all donations received, 
ensuring proper stewardship, transparency, and accountability before God and the 
faithful. 
 
This Policy establishes norms for handling anonymous donations, honoring the donor’s 
desire for confidentiality while safeguarding the Archdiocese’s integrity and proper 
management of resources. 
 
 
Section 1 - Definitions 
 

1. Anonymous Donation: Any gift given to the Archdiocese or its institutions where 
the donor’s identity is not disclosed publicly or to certain administrative 
personnel. 
 

2. Major Anonymous Donation: Any anonymous gift of $5,000 (USD) or greater. 
 

3. Accepting Entity: Any parish, mission, diocese, or Archdiocesan institution 
receiving the donation. 

 
 
Section 2 – Principles 
 

1. Respect for Donor Intent: Donors who request anonymity shall have their identity 
protected in accordance with the limits of this Policy. 
 

2. Canonical and Ethical Accountability: All anonymous donations must still be 
recorded internally to ensure proper accounting, auditing, and ethical use. 
 

3. Pastoral Sensitivity: Clergy and staff shall treat anonymous donations with 
discretion, avoiding disclosure outside of those with legitimate oversight 
responsibilities. 
 

4. Transparency in Stewardship: The Archdiocese shall ensure that even anonymous 
donations are tracked and utilized in accordance with Church law, donor intent 
(as expressed), and Archdiocesan priorities. 



Section 3 - Acceptance of Anonymous Donations 
 

1. Anonymous donations may be accepted by any parish, mission, diocesan office, 
or Archdiocesan institution, provided they meet the ethical and canonical 
standards of the Church. 
 

2. Donations that may compromise the Church’s moral integrity, mission, or 
independence shall not be accepted, even if offered anonymously. 
 

3. Major anonymous donations (≥ $5,000) must be reported to the Gift Review and 
Acceptance Committee of the Metropolitan Council, with the donor identity 
recorded confidentially if known, or noted as “anonymous” if not. 

 
 
Section 4 - Recording and Oversight 
 

1. All anonymous donations must be recorded in financial records, indicating: 
 

➢ Amount or estimated value 
➢ Date received 
➢ Receiving entity 
➢ Notation as “Anonymous” 
➢ Any specific purpose or designation, if provided 

 
2. Access to records containing the identity of anonymous donors shall be strictly 

limited to those required for canonical, administrative, and auditing purposes. 
 

3. Annual reports may summarize anonymous donations without revealing 
identities, ensuring accountability while respecting confidentiality. 

 
 
Section 5 - Use and Designation of Anonymous Donations 
 

1. If an anonymous donor specifies a purpose, the donation must be used exclusively 
for that purpose. 
 

2. If no purpose is specified, the funds shall be treated as general/unrestricted, used 
prudently according to Archdiocesan priorities. 
 

3. The Gifts Review Committee shall oversee the allocation of major anonymous 
donations to ensure proper use and alignment with the Archdiocese’s mission. 
 
 

Section 6 - Auditing and Accountability 
 

1. All anonymous donations are subject to internal accounting and auditing in the 
same manner as non-anonymous gifts. 



2. Records regarding anonymous donations shall be maintained for a minimum of 
seven (7) years and made available to the Metropolitan and the Gifts Review 
Committee as necessary. 
 

3. The Archdiocese shall report to the faithful regarding the existence and general 
use of anonymous donations without disclosing individual identities. 
 
 

Section 7 - Pastoral Guidelines for Communicating About Anonymous Donations 
 

1. Clergy may acknowledge the receipt of anonymous donations publicly in general 
terms (“an anonymous gift supported this project”) to encourage stewardship, 
without revealing identities. 
 

2. No speculation or public discussion about the donor’s identity shall be permitted. 
 

3. Staff responsible for anonymous donations shall receive training on confidentiality 
and proper handling in accordance with this Policy. 
 
 

Section 8 – Implementation 
 

1. This Policy shall apply to all entities within the Archdiocese and be integrated with 
the general Archdiocesan Gift Acceptance Policy. 
 

2. The Metropolitan Council and the Gift Review and Acceptance Committee shall 
review compliance annually and guide extraordinary cases. 
 

3. Exceptions to the Policy may only be authorized by the Metropolitan in 
consultation with the Gifts Review Committee. 

  



Appendix A – Anonymous Donation Reporting Template 
 
To be used by parishes, missions, dioceses, and Archdiocesan institutions when receiving 
anonymous donations. 
 
 
 

Section Information Required 
Receiving Entity Name of Parish, Mission, Diocese, or 

Institution 
Date Received  
Amount / Value  
Purpose / Designation (if specified)  
Reported to Gifts Review Committee ☐ Yes ☐ No Date: ______ 
Internal Record Note Mark as Anonymous 
Handled By Name and Title of staff responsible 

  



Appendix B – Pastoral Acknowledgment of Anonymous Donations 
Italo-Greek Orthodox Holy Metropolitan Archdiocese of the Americas and Canada 
 
(Official Letterhead) 
 
[Date] 
 
Beloved in Christ, 
 
We gratefully acknowledge that a generous anonymous donation has been received in 
support of [project or ministry]. We pray that God, Who sees all deeds done in secret, may 
bless the donor abundantly for this offering. Your gift has been recorded and will be used 
in accordance with the Archdiocesan norms for anonymous donations. 
 
Faithfully in Christ, 
 
 
[Name] 
[Title] 
[Signature] 


